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Jewish Portraits, Indian Frames offers a personal and social history of the author's foremothers -- Baghdadi
Jews who lived most of their lives in the Jewish community in Calcutta. Jael Silliman begins with a portrait
of Farha, her maternal great-greandmother, who dwelled almost entirely within the Baghdadi Jewish
community no matter where she and her husband traveled on business (Calcutta, Rangoon, Singapore). Next
is her maternal grandmother, Miriam (Mary), who was much more Anglicized than Farha and deeply
influenced by British colonial practices. The third portrait, of Silliman's mother, Flower, reveals a woman in
a double transition: her own and India's. Flower grew up in colonial India, witnessed India's struggle for
independence, and lived her middle years in an independent India. The final sketch is of Silliman herself.
Born in Calcutta in 1955 in the waning Jewish community, Silliman grew up in a cosmopolitan and Indian
world, rather than a Baghdadi Jewish one. Silliman's own travels have taken her to the US, where, as a
teacher and scholar, her primary identification is with the "South Asian intellectual and professional
diaspora." These rich family portraits convey a sense of the singular roles women played in building and
sustaining a complex diaspora in what Silliman calls "Jewish Asia" over the past 150 years. Her sketches of
the everyday lives of her foremothers -- from the food they ate and the clothes they wore to the social and
political relationships they forged -- bring to life a community and a culture, even as they disclose the
unexpected and subtle complexities of the colonial encounter as experienced by Jewish women.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Bryant:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Jewish Portraits, Indian Frames: Women's Narratives from a
Diaspora of Hope (HBI Series on Jewish Women). Try to make book Jewish Portraits, Indian Frames:
Women's Narratives from a Diaspora of Hope (HBI Series on Jewish Women) as your pal. It means that it
can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Richard Thompson:

This book untitled Jewish Portraits, Indian Frames: Women's Narratives from a Diaspora of Hope (HBI
Series on Jewish Women) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to
your account to past this book from your list.

Linda Justice:

This Jewish Portraits, Indian Frames: Women's Narratives from a Diaspora of Hope (HBI Series on Jewish
Women) is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Jewish Portraits, Indian Frames:
Women's Narratives from a Diaspora of Hope (HBI Series on Jewish Women) in your hand like having the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world within
ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt in which?

Audrey Mack:

Beside this Jewish Portraits, Indian Frames: Women's Narratives from a Diaspora of Hope (HBI Series on
Jewish Women) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry
if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Jewish Portraits, Indian
Frames: Women's Narratives from a Diaspora of Hope (HBI Series on Jewish Women) because this book



offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!
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