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From the age of Darwin to the present day, biologists have been grappling with the origins of our moral
sense. Why, if the human instinct to survive and reproduce is “selfish,” do people engage in self-sacrifice,
and even develop ideas like virtue and shame to justify that altruism? Many theories have been put forth,
some emphasizing the role of nepotism, others emphasizing the advantages of reciprocation or group
selection effects. But evolutionary anthropologist Christopher Boehm finds existing explanations lacking,
and in Moral Origins, he offers an elegant new theory.

Tracing the development of altruism and group social control over 6 million years, Boehm argues that our
moral sense is a sophisticated defense mechanism that enables individuals to survive and thrive in groups.
One of the biggest risks of group living is the possibility of being punished for our misdeeds by those around
us. Bullies, thieves, free-riders, and especially psychopaths—those who make it difficult for others to go
about their lives—are the most likely to suffer this fate. Getting by requires getting along, and this social
type of selection, Boehm shows, singles out altruists for survival. This selection pressure has been unique in
shaping human nature, and it bred the first stirrings of conscience in the human species. Ultimately, it led to
the fully developed sense of virtue and shame that we know today.

A groundbreaking exploration of the evolution of human generosity and cooperation, Moral Origins offers
profound insight into humanity’s moral past—and how it might shape our moral future.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Melton:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Moral Origins: The Evolution of
Virtue, Altruism, and Shame. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

James Daniels:

This Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism, and Shame book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism, and Shame without we
understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism, and Shame can bring when you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This
Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism, and Shame having fine arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Anne Simons:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism, and Shame, you could tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

William Littlejohn:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism, and Shame your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism,
and Shame giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful



information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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