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Soapbox Rebellion, a new critical history of the free speech fights of the Industrial Workers of the World
(IWW), illustrates how the lively and colorful soapbox culture of the “Wobblies” generated novel forms of
class struggle.

 

From 1909 to 1916, thousands of IWW members engaged in dozens of fights for freedom of speech
throughout the American West. The volatile spread and circulation of hobo agitation during these fights
amounted to nothing less than a soapbox rebellion in which public speech became the principal site of the
struggle of the few to exploit the many. While the fights were not always successful, they did produce a
novel form of fluid union organization that offers historians, labor activists, and social movement scholars a
window into an alternative approach to what it means to belong to a union. Matthew May coins the phrase
“Hobo Orator Union” to characterize these collectives.

 

Soapbox Rebellion highlights the methodological obstacles to recovering a workers’ history of public
address; closely analyzes the impact of hobo oratorical performances; and discusses the implications of the
Wobblies’ free speech fights for understanding grassroots resistance and class struggle today—in an era of
the decline of the institutional business union model and workplace contractualism.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Phelps:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Soapbox Rebellion:
The Hobo Orator Union and the Free Speech Fights of the Industrial Workers of the World, 1909-1916
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Soapbox Rebellion: The Hobo Orator Union and the Free Speech Fights of the
Industrial Workers of the World, 1909-1916 (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit)is the main one of several
books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
within this book.

Andy Breaux:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Soapbox Rebellion: The
Hobo Orator Union and the Free Speech Fights of the Industrial Workers of the World, 1909-1916 (Albma
Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick Soapbox Rebellion: The Hobo Orator Union and the Free Speech
Fights of the Industrial Workers of the World, 1909-1916 (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) become your
current starter.

Dewey Rascon:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be read. Soapbox Rebellion: The Hobo Orator Union and the Free Speech Fights of
the Industrial Workers of the World, 1909-1916 (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Ian Bracy:

You can obtain this Soapbox Rebellion: The Hobo Orator Union and the Free Speech Fights of the Industrial
Workers of the World, 1909-1916 (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely



viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of
e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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