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Gerald M. Craig's history, first published fifty years ago, is still considered one of the best depictions of
Upper Canada ever written. Beginning in the early 1770s, Craig evocatively recounts the region's
development from a "few scattered pioneer settlements" to an advanced society in the early 1840s. In these
years, Ontario as we know it was forged, from education, transportation, and government to relations with
the newly independent United States of America.

Ontario's formative years were marked by growth and change, as well as political upheaval. In the late
1770s, the fertile land of what would become Upper Canada was sparsely settled. As some forty thousand
British Loyalists left revolutionary America and moved north and west, many came to this region, bringing
with them a wide range of expectations, knowledge, and skills-not to mention a new range of problems. Land
was purchased from the Mississaugas and other First Nations groups and allocated to the Loyalists to build
homes and farms, paving the way for future land conflict.

As Craig recounts, British officials began to organize a government that could accommodate the newcomers,
as well as French- and English-speakers. This entailed, among other things, addressing the overall
constitutional issue of Canada. A legislative council, legislative assembly, and governor were installed,
modelled on the British parliamentary system-a structure that would undergo significant change over the
next sixty years. In vivid detail Craig retells the landmark events of the time, including the abolishment of
slavery, establishment of a bilingual nation, the Family Compact, the War of 1812, and the Rebellions of
1837. At the end of his history is the formation of the Province of Canada in 1841-the country's final
incarnation before Confederation.

This wide-ranging account addresses the growth and conflict, both internal and external, seen in the sixty
years following the influx of the Loyalists and explores the politics and society during this period of
remarkably rapid change. This edition is updated and features a new introduction by historian Jeffrey L.
McNairn.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Sanchez:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Upper Canada: The Formative Years,
1784-1841 will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Ann Goddard:

The knowledge that you get from Upper Canada: The Formative Years, 1784-1841 is the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Upper Canada: The Formative Years, 1784-1841 giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who
read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Upper Canada: The Formative Years,
1784-1841 instantly.

Nicole Williams:

You will get this Upper Canada: The Formative Years, 1784-1841 by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Gabriel Badger:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Upper Canada: The Formative Years, 1784-1841 can make you sense more interested to read.
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