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Here is the seminal biography of the magician's magician, Howard Thurston, a man who surpassed
Houdini in the eyes of showmen and fans and set the standard fro how stage magic is performed today.

Everyone knows Houdini-but who was Thurston? In this rich, vivid biography of the "greatest magician in
the world," celebrated historian of stage magic Jim Steinmeyer captures the career and controversies of the
wonder-worker extraordinaire, Howard Thurston.

The public's fickleness over magicians has left Thurston all but forgotten today. Yet Steinmeyer shows how
his story is one of the most remarkable in show business. During his life, from 1869 to 1936, Thurston
successfully navigated the most dramatic changes in entertainment-from street performances to sideshows to
wagon tours through America's still-wild West to stage magic amid the glitter of grand theaters.

Thurston became one of America's most renowned vaudeville stars, boldly performing an act with just a
handful of playing cards, and then had the foresight to leave vaudeville, expanding his show into an
extravaganza with more than forty tons of apparatusand costumes. His touring production was an American
institution for nearly thirty years, and Thurston earned a brand name equal to Ziegfeld or Ringling Brothers.

Steinmeyer explores the stage and psychological rivalry between Thurston and Houdini during the first
decades of the twentieth century- a contest that Thurston won. He won with a bigger show, a more successful
reputation, and the title of America's greatest magician. In The Last Greatest Magician in the World,
Thurston's magic show is revealed as the one that animates our collective memories.
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From reader reviews:

Veronica Gregor:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
These are reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Last Greatest Magician in the World:
Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American Wizards.

Edward Roth:

Here thing why this The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the
Battles of the American Wizards are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book
is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Last Greatest
Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American Wizards giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar
with The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the
American Wizards. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard Thurston
Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American Wizards in e-book can be your alternate.

Kathryn Cortez:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Last Greatest Magician in the
World: Howard Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American Wizards book because book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Stephen Lee:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable



resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Last Greatest Magician in the World: Howard
Thurston Versus Houdini & the Battles of the American Wizards as your daily resource information.
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