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The amazing story of one man’s obsession with an enigmatic and deadly reptile.

Raymond Ditmars (1876–1942), the first curator of reptiles at New York’s famous Bronx Zoo, brought cold-
blooded animals to public attention as never before. Through wildly successful books and movies, he
inspired a generation of zoologists with his fascination for snakes, insects, and other misunderstood
creatures.

Ditmars was among the most celebrated naturalists in America. His reptile-collecting trips for the zoo
spawned newspaper headlines across the world. Although a serpent lover, he was all too aware of the
devastating effects of snakebites and was instrumental in the development of antivenom. His films and
writings brought him fame, but he remained a devoted zoo employee, doing what he loved most: caring for
animals.

Bushmaster tells the story of this remarkable man and what became an obsession with the mysterious
bushmaster of the South American rainforest. Measuring up to thirteen feet in length, this is the world’s
largest viper, and its scientific name, Lachesis muta, translates as “silent fate.” Despite numerous expeditions
to jungles from Honduras to Brazil, Ditmars could never capture a bushmaster for himself.

Now, British author Dan Eatherley follows in Ditmars’s footsteps, revisiting his early haunts in the United
States and South America. He attempts to do what Ditmars himself failed to achieve: to find a bushmaster in
the wild. But eighty years later, will Dan have any more luck? Through the author’s own quest, Bushmaster
reveals the life of a pioneer herpetologist, wildlife filmmaker, and zoo curator.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

The book Bushmaster: Raymond Ditmars and the Hunt for the World's Largest Viper can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
Bushmaster: Raymond Ditmars and the Hunt for the World's Largest Viper? Several of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try
to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Bushmaster: Raymond Ditmars and the Hunt for the World's Largest Viper
has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world
by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

William Riser:

The actual book Bushmaster: Raymond Ditmars and the Hunt for the World's Largest Viper has a lot info on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can
get the point easily after looking over this book.

Melinda Miller:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Bushmaster: Raymond Ditmars and the
Hunt for the World's Largest Viper can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Cheryl Burnett:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Bushmaster: Raymond Ditmars and the
Hunt for the World's Largest Viper to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the book Bushmaster: Raymond Ditmars and the Hunt for the World's Largest
Viper can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of their time.
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