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In this deeply researched and vividly written volume, Melvyn Stokes illuminates the origins, production,
reception and continuing history of this ground-breaking, aesthetically brilliant, and yet highly controversial
movie.
By going back to the original archives, particularly the NAACP and D. W. Griffith Papers, Stokes explodes
many of the myths surrounding The Birth of a Nation (1915). Yet the story that remains is fascinating: the
longest American film of its time, Griffith's film incorporated many new features, including the first full
musical score compiled for an American film. It was distributed and advertised by pioneering methods that
would quickly become standard. Through the high prices charged for admission and the fact that it was
shown, at first, only in "live" theaters with orchestral accompaniment, Birth played a major role in
reconfiguring the American movie audience by attracting more middle-class patrons. But if the film was a
milestone in the history of cinema, it was also undeniably racist. Stokes shows that the darker side of this
classic movie has its origins in the racist ideas of Thomas Dixon, Jr. and Griffith's own Kentuckian
background and earlier film career. The book reveals how, as the years went by, the campaign against the
film became increasingly successful. In the 1920s, for example, the NAACP exploited the fact that the new
Ku Klux Klan, which used Griffith's film as a recruiting and retention tool, was not just anti-black, but also
anti-Catholic and anti-Jewish, as a way to mobilize new allies in opposition to the film.
This crisply written book sheds light on both the film's racism and the aesthetic brilliance of Griffith's
filmmaking. It is a must-read for anyone interested in the cinema.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Arwood:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All
Time.

Katherine Humphrey:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation:
A History of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Alexandra Robbins:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This D.W. Griffith's the Birth
of a Nation: A History of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time can be the reply, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Robert Knight:

You can get this D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of
All Time by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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