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Readers have long puzzled over peculiar aspects of the Gospel of Mark: Jesus' attempts to conceal his deeds
and his identity. William Wrede called these and similar motifs the "messianic secret" in Mark, and proposed
that Mark had invented the "secret" to explain why the announcement of the arrival of the Son of God had
not taken the world by storm. Other scholars have disagreed: perhaps Mark meant to highlight Jesus' divinity
(after all, Jesus usually doesn't succeed in keeping himself hidden!) . . . or perhaps Mark wanted to tie Jesus'
identity to his destiny on the cross as a warning to disciples that they may face persecution. Or, some have
proposed, there simply is no single explanation for all of Jesus' bewildering behaviors in the Gospel.

David F. Watson brings a new perspective to the "messianic secret," relying not on the Christological
concerns of 19th- and 20th-century theologians, but on recent insights into the role of honor and shame in
ancient Mediterranean culture on the part of social scientists. Mark's portrayal of Jesus simultaneously shows
his ability to provide favors and benefits to others and his refusal to put himself forward or draw attention to
himself as a benefactor, thereby teaching that in God's kingdom it is not the great and powerful who are most
highly regarded, but the humble. Mark's depiction of Jesus is part of a larger effort to promote a radically
different understanding of honor within the family of faith.
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From reader reviews:

Roberta Petty:

With other case, little folks like to read book Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic
Secret. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open
a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's study.

Angela Gagne:

The book Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Honor Among
Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jean Gadson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of
various ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret, you can tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Marian Storie:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you



personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the
Messianic Secret can make you feel more interested to read.
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