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From the earliest period of its existence, Christianity has been recognized as the "religion of the cross." Some
of the great monuments of Western art are representations of the brutal torture and execution of Christ.
Despite the horror of crucifixion, we often find such images beautiful. The beauty of the cross expresses the
central paradox of Christian faith: the cross of Christ's execution is the symbol of God's victory over death
and sin. The cross as an aesthetic object and as a means of devotion corresponds to the mystery of God's
wisdom and power manifest in suffering and apparent failure. In this volume, Richard Viladesau seeks to
understand the beauty of the cross as it developed in both theology and art from their beginnings until the eve
of the renaissance. He argues that art and symbolism functioned as an alternative strand of theological
expression -- sometimes parallel to, sometimes interwoven with, and sometimes in tension with formal
theological reflection on the meaning of the Crucifixion and its role in salvation history. Using specific
works of art to epitomize particular artistic and theological paradigms, Viladesau then explores the contours
of each paradigm through the works of representative theologians as well as liturgical, poetic, artistic, and
musical sources. The beauty of the cross is examined from Patristic theology and the earliest representations
of the Logos on the cross, to the monastic theology of victory and the Romanesque crucified "majesty," to
the Anselmian "revolution" that centered theological and artistic attention on the suffering humanity of Jesus,
and finally to the breakdown of the high scholastic theology of the redemption in empirically concentrated
nominalism and the beginnings of naturalism in art. By examining the relationship between aesthetic and
conceptual theology, Viladesau deepens our understanding of the foremost symbol of Christianity. This
volume makes an important contribution to an emerging field, breaking new ground in theological aesthetics.
The Beauty of the Cross is a valuable resource for scholars, students, and anyone interested in the passion of
Christ and its representation.
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From reader reviews:

Cassie Merritt:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
The Beauty of the Cross: The Passion of Christ in Theology and the Arts from the Catacombs to the Eve of
the Renaissance? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Miguel Willis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Beauty of the Cross: The Passion of
Christ in Theology and the Arts from the Catacombs to the Eve of the Renaissance is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ernesto Harrell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this The Beauty of the Cross: The Passion of Christ in Theology and the Arts from the Catacombs
to the Eve of the Renaissance, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

William Johnson:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By book The Beauty of the Cross: The Passion of Christ in Theology and the Arts from the
Catacombs to the Eve of the Renaissance we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To
get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with that book The Beauty of the Cross: The Passion of Christ in Theology



and the Arts from the Catacombs to the Eve of the Renaissance. You can more pleasing than now.
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