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The Fire of Tongues is a study of the religious and social thought of the Jesuit António Vieira (1608-97), one
of the great preachers, writers, and missionaries of the seventeenth century. A key actor in European and
Ibero-American politics of the period, Vieira argued throughout his seventy-year career that the Portuguese
nation was destined to lead the Catholic church in its mission to convert the Jews of Europe and the non-
Christian peoples of the New World. The tension between the missionary enterprise and the Portuguese
imperial agenda provides The Fire of Tongues with its principal theme.

The author focuses on three periods in Vieira's career. The first is his mission to Brazil (1653-61), which
took place during an era marked by conflict between the Jesuit missionaries and their fellow Europeans. The
latter resented the Jesuits' responsibility for administering the allocation of Indian workers, and Vieira
exacerbated the conflict by bringing under Jesuit control the notorious slaving expeditions the Portuguese
were conducting in the backlands. After being forcibly returned to Portugal by his opponents, Vieira spent
five years in the custody of the Inquisition (1663-67).

The author argues that the Inquisition's persecution of Vieira was a result of his criticism of the church
hierarchy in the Luso-Brazilian world, set forth in his preaching and prophetic writings. For Vieira, the New
World was a locus of prophecies that the Portuguese had been providentially chosen to reveal. Every group
that participated in the imperial project—the crown and settlers, the missionaries and Indians, and the
Inquisitors—had a role to play in the schema of revelation that Vieira drew from scripture and then read into
Portuguese history and into the history of the missionary church.

When Vieira returned to Brazil for the last time (1681-97), he brought with him an interpretation of colonial
society and of the missionary vocation that differed greatly from the one he had brought to the Amazon
almost thirty years before. No longer did he seek to enlist all Portuguese society in the missionary enterprise.
Instead, Vieira focused in his later writings on two groups he believed could successfully advance that
enterprise: the Jesuits and the Portuguese crown. Rather than being infused with the tongues of fire as the
Apostles were on Pentecost, the Jesuits, Vieira argued, were infused with the fire of tongues manifested in
their mastery of the languages they encountered in the mission field. Armed with the fire of tongues, the
Jesuits would build a church that would embrace the many languages and peoples of the New World.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal, you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
book.

Bridget Dell:

The book The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Catherine Riddle:

The book untitled The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language
is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go
through.

Louella Rape:

You can find this The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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