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The presidency of George W. Bush has polarized the church-state debate as never before. The Far Right has
been emboldened to use religion to govern, while the Far Left has redoubled its efforts to evict religion from
public life entirely. Fewer people on the Right seem to respect the church-state separation, and fewer people
on the Left seem to respect religion itself--still less its free exercise in any situation that is not absolutely
private. In The Last Freedom, Joseph Viteritti argues that there is a basic tension between religion and
democracy because religion often rejects compromise as a matter of principle while democracy requires
compromise to thrive. In this readable, original, and provocative book, Viteritti argues that Americans must
guard against debasing politics with either antireligious bigotry or religious zealotry. Drawing on politics,
history, and law, he defines a new approach to the church-state question that protects the religious and the
secular alike.

Challenging much conventional opinion, Viteritti argues that the courts have failed to adequately protect
religious minorities, that the rights of the religious are under greater threat than those of the secular, and that
democracy exacts greater compromises and sacrifices from the religious than it does from the secular. He
takes up a wide range of controversies, including the pledge of allegiance, school prayer, school vouchers,
evolution, abortion, stem-cell research, gay marriage, and religious displays on public property.

A fresh and surprising approach to the church-state question, The Last Freedom is squarely aimed at the
wide center of the public that is frustrated with the extremes of both the Left and the Right.
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From reader reviews:

Lucia Morrone:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Last
Freedom: Religion from the Public School to the Public Square suitable to you? The book was written by
well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Last Freedom: Religion from the Public
School to the Public Squareis one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Ethel Davidson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Last Freedom: Religion from the Public School to the Public Square.

Enoch Dutton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book The Last Freedom: Religion from the Public School to the Public Square it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high
quality.

Amanda Doss:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that



recommended to you is The Last Freedom: Religion from the Public School to the Public Square this reserve
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal
all of you.
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