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Over the past decade, religious, secular, and spiritual distinctions have broken down, forcing scholars to
rethink secularity and its relationship to society. Since classifying a person, activity, or experience as
religious or otherwise is an important act of valuation, one that defines the characteristics of a group and its
relation to others, scholars are struggling to recast such concepts in an increasingly ambiguous, pluralistic
world.

This collection considers religious and secular categories and what they mean to those who seek valuable,
ethical lives. As they investigate how individuals and groups determine significance, set goals, and attribute
meaning, contributors illustrate the ways in which religious, secular, and spiritual designations serve as
markers of value. Reflecting on recent ethnographic and historical research, chapters explore contemporary
psychical research and liberal American homeschooling; the work of nineteenth and early-twentieth-century
American psychologists and French archaeologists; the role of contemporary humanitarian and volunteer
organizations based in Europe and India; and the prevalence of highly mediated and spiritualized publics,
from international psy-trance festivals to Ghanaian national political contexts. Contributors particularly focus
on the role ambivalence, attachment, and disaffection in the formation of religious, secular, and spiritual
identities, resetting research on secular society and contemporary religious life while illuminating what
matters in the lives of ordinary individuals.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

The book What Matters?: Ethnographies of Value in a (Not So) Secular Age (Religion, Culture, and Public
Life) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make examining a book What Matters?: Ethnographies of Value in a (Not So) Secular Age
(Religion, Culture, and Public Life) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and
read a e-book What Matters?: Ethnographies of Value in a (Not So) Secular Age (Religion, Culture, and
Public Life). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So
, how do you think about this reserve?

Jess Cooke:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The What Matters?: Ethnographies of Value in a
(Not So) Secular Age (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Leslie Bennett:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is usually What Matters?: Ethnographies of Value in a (Not So) Secular
Age (Religion, Culture, and Public Life). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Anthony Callahan:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but additionally novel and What Matters?: Ethnographies of Value in a (Not So)
Secular Age (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science book, any other book likes What Matters?: Ethnographies of Value in a (Not So)



Secular Age (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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