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In a brilliant collaboration between writer and subject, Witold Rybczynski, the bestselling author of Home
and City Life, illuminates Frederick Law Olmsted's role as a major cultural figure at the epicenter of
nineteenth-century American history.

We know Olmsted through the physical legacy of his stunning landscapes -- among them, New York's
Central Park, California's Stanford University campus, and Boston's Back Bay Fens. But Olmsted's
contemporaries knew a man of even more extraordinarily diverse talents. Born in 1822, he traveled to China
on a merchant ship at the age of twenty-one. He cofounded The Nation magazine and was an early voice
against slavery. He managed California's largest gold mine and, during the Civil War, served as the
executive secretary to the United States Sanitary Commission, the precursor of the Red Cross.

Rybczynski's passion for his subject and his understanding of Olmsted's immense complexity and
accomplishments make his book a triumphant work. In A Clearing in the Distance, the story of a great
nineteenth-century American becomes an intellectual adventure.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Heck:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This A Clearing In The Distance: Frederick Law
Olmsted and America in the 19th Century is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Diana Chung:

The book untitled A Clearing In The Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century is
the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of A Clearing In The
Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th Century from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Lavonne Yates:

Precisely why? Because this A Clearing In The Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the 19th
Century is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Diane Sanchez:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Clearing In The Distance: Frederick Law
Olmsted and America in the 19th Century can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?
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