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A fascinating political travelogue that traces the life and work of George Orwell in Southeast Asia

Over the years the American writer Emma Larkin has spent traveling in Burma, also known as Myanmar,
she's come to know all too well the many ways this brutal police state can be described as "Orwellian." The
life of the mind exists in a state of siege in Burma, and it long has. But Burma's connection to George Orwell
is not merely metaphorical; it is much deeper and more real. Orwell's mother was born in Burma, at the
height of the British raj, and Orwell was fundamentally shaped by his experiences in Burma as a young man
working for the British Imperial Police. When Orwell died, the novel-in-progress on his desk was set in
Burma. It is the place George Orwell's work holds in Burma today, however, that most struck Emma Larkin.
She was frequently told by Burmese acquaintances that Orwell did not write one book about their country -
his first novel, Burmese Days - but in fact he wrote three, the "trilogy" that included Animal Farm and
Nineteen Eighty-Four. When Larkin quietly asked one Burmese intellectual if he knew the work of George
Orwell, he stared blankly for a moment and then said, "Ah, you mean the prophet!"

In one of the most intrepid political travelogues in recent memory, Emma Larkin tells of the year she spent
traveling through Burma using the life and work of George Orwell as her compass. Going from Mandalay
and Rangoon to poor delta backwaters and up to the old hill-station towns in the mountains of Burma's far
north, Larkin visits the places where Orwell worked and lived, and the places his books live still. She brings
to vivid life a country and a people cut off from the rest of the world, and from one another, by the ruling
military junta and its vast network of spies and informers. Using Orwell enables her to show, effortlessly, the
weight of the colonial experience on Burma today, the ghosts of which are invisible and everywhere. More
important, she finds that the path she charts leads her to the people who have found ways to somehow resist
the soul-crushing effects of life in this most cruel police state. And George Orwell's moral clarity, hatred of
injustice, and keen powers of observation serve as the author's compass in another sense too: they are
qualities she shares and they suffuse her book - the keenest and finest reckoning with life in this police state
that has yet been written.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Hanks:

This Finding George Orwell in Burma book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Finding George Orwell in Burma without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Finding George Orwell in Burma can bring if
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Finding George Orwell in Burma having great arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Rudy Hendren:

Here thing why that Finding George Orwell in Burma are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. Finding George Orwell in Burma giving you information deeper and different ways,
you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Finding George Orwell in Burma. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Finding George Orwell in Burma in e-book can be your substitute.

Johnny Sutton:

This book untitled Finding George Orwell in Burma to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Elizabeth Smith:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Finding George Orwell in
Burma can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Finding George Orwell in Burma.
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