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A Spaniard originally from Italy, the polymath Lorenzo Boturini Benaduci (1702–1753), known as Boturini,
traveled to New Spain in 1736. Becoming fascinated by the Mesoamerican cultures of the New World, he
collected and copied native writings—and learned Nahuatl, the language in which most of these documents
were written. Boturini’s incomparable collection—confiscated, neglected, and dispersed after the Spanish
crown condemned his intellectual pursuits—became the basis of his Idea of a New General History of North
America. The volume, completed in 1746 and written almost entirely from memory, is presented here in
English for the first time, along with the Catálogo, Boturini’s annotated enumeration of the works he had
gathered in New Spain.

Stafford Poole’s lucid and nuanced translation of the Idea and Catálogo allows Anglophone readers to fully
appreciate Boturini’s unique accomplishment and his unparalleled and sympathetic knowledge of the native
peoples of eighteenth-century Mexico. Poole’s introduction puts Boturini’s feat of memory and scholarship
into historical context: Boturini was documenting the knowledge and skills of native Americans whom most
Europeans were doing their utmost to denigrate. Through extensive, thoughtful annotations, Poole clarifies
Boturini’s references to Greco-Roman mythology, authors from classical antiquity, humanist works,
ecclesiastical and legal sources, and terms in Nahuatl, Spanish, Latin, and Italian. In his notes to the
Catálogo, he points readers to transcriptions and translations of the original materials in Boturini’s archive
that exist today.

Invaluable for the new light they shed on Mesoamerican language, knowledge, culture, and religious
practices, the Idea of a New General History of North America and the Catálogo also offer a rare perspective
on the intellectual practices and prejudices of the Bourbon era—and on one of the most curious and singular
minds of the time.
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From reader reviews:

Tyler Smith:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for
a while is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Idea of a New
General History of North America: An Account of Colonial Native Mexico book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Mary Hanlon:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Idea of a New General History of North America: An Account of Colonial Native Mexico can be
your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Theodore Mullis:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can view that
now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is Idea of a New
General History of North America: An Account of Colonial Native Mexico this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Ann Reiter:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Idea of a New General History of North America: An Account of
Colonial Native Mexico was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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