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This remarkable book—the fruit of amost two decades of study—tracesin compelling fashion the changes
in Western attitudes toward death and dying from the earliest Christian timesto the present day. A truly
landmark study, The Hour of Our Death reveals a pattern of gradually developing evolutionary stagesin our
perceptions of lifein relation to death, each stage representing a virtual redefinition of human nature.

Starting at the very foundations of Western culture, the eminent historian Phillipe Ariés shows how, from
Graeco-Roman times through the first ten centuries of the Common Era, death was too common to be
frightening; each life was quietly subordinated to the community, which paid its respects and then moved on.
Ariésidentifies the first major shift in attitude with the turn of the eleventh century when a sense of
individuality began to rise and with it, profound consequences: death no longer meant merely the weakening
of community, but rather the destruction of self. Hence the growing fear of the afterlife, new conceptions of
the Last Judgment, and the first attempts (by Masses and other rituals) to guarantee a better life in the next
world. In the 1500s attention shifted from the demise of the self to that of the loved one (as family supplants
community), and by the nineteenth century death comesto be viewed as simply a staging post toward
reunion in the hereafter. Finally, Ariés shows why death has become such an unendurable truth in our own
century—how it has been nearly banished from our daily lives—and points out what may be done to “re-
tame” this secret terror.

Therichness of Ariés's source material and investigative work is breathtaking. While exploring everything
from churches, religious rituals, and graveyards (with their often macabre headstones and monuments), to
wills and testaments, love letters, literature, paintings, diaries, town plans, crime and sanitation reports, and
grave robbing complaints, Aries ranges across Europe to Russia on the one hand and to England and
Americaon the other. As he sorts out the tangled mysteries of our accumulated terrors and beliefs, we come
to understand the history—indeed the pathol ogy—of our intellectual and psychological tensionsin the face
of death.
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From reader reviews:
Edward Apodaca:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
whileisreading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Hour of Our Death
book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

James Furlow:

The book with title The Hour of Our Death has alot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Elizabeth Fischer:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why nat trying The Hour of Our Death that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So, for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, itis
possible to pick The Hour of Our Death become your own starter.

Kimberly Lunceford:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Hour of Our Death offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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