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There is a persistent myth about the British: that we are a nation of stoics, with stiff upper lips, repressed
emotions, and inactive lachrymal glands. Weeping Britannia - the first history of crying in Britain -
comprehensively debunks this myth.

Far from being a persistent element in the 'national character', the notion of the British stiff upper lip wasin
fact the product of arelatively brief and militaristic period of our past, from about 1870 to 1945. In earlier
times we were a nation of proficient, sometimes virtuosic moral weepers. To illustrate this perhaps surprising
fact, Thomas Dixon charts six centuries of weeping Britons, and theories about them, from the medieval
mystic Margery Kempe in the early fifteenth century, to

Paul Gascoigne's famous tears in the semi-finals of the 1990 World Cup. In between, the book includes the
tears of some of the most influential figuresin British history, from Oliver Cromwell to Margaret Thatcher
(not forgetting George |11, Queen Victoria, Charles Darwin, and Winston Churchill along

the way).

But the history of weeping in Britain is not simply one of famous tear-stained individuals. These tearful
micro-histories all contribute to a bigger picture of changing emotional ideas and styles over the centuries,
touching on many other fascinating areas of our history. For instance, the book also investigates the histories
of painting, literature, theatre, music and the cinemato discover how and why people have been moved to
tears by the arts, from the sentimental paintings and novels of

the eighteenth century and the romantic music of the nineteenth, to Hollywood weepies, expressionist art,
and pop music in the twentieth century.

Weeping Britannia is simultaneously a museum of tears and a philosophical handbook, using history to shed
new light on the changing nature of Britishness over time, as well as the ever-shifting ways in which we
express and understand our emotional lives. The story that emergesis onein which a previously rich
religious and cultural history of producing and interpreting tears was almost completely erased by the rise of
astoical and repressed British empire in the late nineteenth

century. Those forgotten philosophies of tears and feeling can nhow be rediscovered. In the process, readers
might perhaps come to view their own tearsin adifferent light, as something more than mere emotional
incontinence.
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From reader reviews:
Frank Johnson:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you isyou don't know what type you should start with. This Weeping Britannia: Portrait of a
Nation in Tearsis our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Katie McCants;

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Weeping Britannia: Portrait of a Nation in Tears your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get ahead of. The Weeping Britannia: Portrait of a Nation in Tears giving you another experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Rebecca McGrew:

This Weeping Britannia: Portrait of aNation in Tearsis great guide for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who also always dea with world and get to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Weeping Britannia: Portrait of a Nation in Tearsin your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you till doubt which?

lan Sharpless:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Weeping Britannia: Portrait of a Nation in Tears can give
you alot of good friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. Thisreserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? L et us have Weeping Britannia: Portrait of a
Nationin Tears.
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