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Beginning in January 1692, Salem Village in colonial Massachusetts witnessed the largest and most |ethal
outbreak of witchcraft in early America. Villagers--mainly young women--suffered from unseen torments
that caused them to writhe, shriek, and contort their bodies, complaining of pins stuck into their flesh and of
being haunted by specters. Believing that they suffered from assaults by an invisible spirit, the community
began a hunt to track down those responsible for the demonic work. The resulting Salem Witch Trials,
culminating in the execution of 19 villagers, persists as one of the most mysterious and fascinating eventsin
American history.

Historians have speculated on aweb of possible causes for the witchcraft that stated in Salem and spread
across the region-religious crisis, ergot poisoning, an encephalitis outbreak, frontier war hysteria--but most
agree that there was no single factor. Rather, as Emerson Baker illustrates in this semina new work, Salem
was "aperfect storm": a unique convergence of conditions and events that produced something extraordinary
throughout New England in 1692 and the following years, and which has haunted us ever since.

Baker shows how arange of factorsin the Bay colony in the 1690s, including a new charter and government,
aletha frontier war, and religious and political conflicts, set the stage for the dramatic eventsin Salem.
Engaging arange of perspectives, he looks at the key playersin the outbreak--the accused witches and the
people they allegedly bewitched, as well as the judges and government officials who prosecuted them--and
wrestles with questions about why the Salem tragedy unfolded asit did, and why it has become an enduring

legacy.

Salem in 1692 was a critical moment for the fading Puritan government of Massachusetts Bay, whose
attempts to suppress the story of the trials and erase them from memory only fueled the popular imagination.
Baker argues that the trials marked a turning point in colonial history from Puritan communalism to Y ankee
independence, from faith in collective conscience to skepticism toward moral governance. A brilliantly told
tale, A Storm of Witchcraft also puts Salem's storm into its broader context as a part of the ongoing narrative
of American history and the history of the Atlantic World.
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From reader reviews:
AngelaHarris:

The e-book with title A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience (Pivotal
Moments in American History) contains alot of information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of
help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Carol Shull:

The book A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience (Pivotal Momentsin
American History) has alot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit.
The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Rex Pelkey:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The A
Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience (Pivotal Momentsin American

History) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Mary Otter:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By areserve we can
know everything you want. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. Thisbook A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American
Experience (Pivotal Moments in American History) was filled concerning science. Spend your extratimeto
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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