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Shawnee legend tells of a herd of huge bison rampaging through the Ohio Valley, laying waste to all in their
path. To protect the tribe, a deity slew these great beasts with lightning bolts, finally chasing the last giant
buffalo into exile across the Wabash River, never to trouble the Shawnee again. The source of this legend
was a peculiar salt lick in present-day northern Kentucky, where giant fossilized skeletons had for centuries
lain undisturbed by the Shawnee and other natives of the region. In 1739, the first Europeans encountered
this fossil site, which eventually came to be known as Big Bone Lick. The site drew the attention of all who
heard of it, including George Washington, Daniel Boone, Benjamin Franklin, Meriwether Lewis and William
Clark, and especially Thomas Jefferson. The giant bones immediately cast many scientific and philosophical
assumptions of the day into doubt, and they eventually gave rise to the study of fossils for biological and
historical purposes. Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of American Paleontology recounts the rich history of the
fossil site that gave the world the first evidence of the extinction of several mammalian species, including the
American mastodon. Big Bone Lick has played many roles: nutrient source, hallowed ground, salt mine,
health spa, and a rich trove of archaeological and paleontological wonders. Natural historian Stanley Hedeen
presents a comprehensive narrative of Big Bone Lick from its geological formation forward, explaining why
the site attracted animals, regional tribespeople, European explorers and scientists, and eventually American
pioneers and presidents. Big Bone Lick is the history of both a place and a scientific discipline: it explores
the infancy and adolescence of paleontology from its humble and sometimes humorous beginnings. Hedeen
combines elements of history, geology, politics, and biology to make Big Bone Lick a valuable historical
resource as well as the compelling tale of how a collection of fossilized bones captivated a young nation.
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From reader reviews:

William Walker:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of American Paleontology.

Eileen Vaughan:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of
American Paleontology which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Kenny Crowther:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of
American Paleontology can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Pearlie Wong:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list will be Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of American Paleontology. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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