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The French artist Orlan is infamous for performances during which her body is surgically altered. In nine
such performance surgeries, features from Greek goddesses painted by Botticelli, Gerard, Moreau, and an
anonymous School of Fontainebleau artist, as well as from da Vinci's "Mona Lisa, were implanted into
Orlan's face. During her surgical performances, viewers witness a material tampering with the relationship
between the face and individual identity, the original and the constructed, a historical critique of the
association of art with beauty and the female body. Responding to Orlan's definition of her performance
surgeries as "carnal art," C. Jill O'Bryan considers how the artist's ever-fluctuating reconstructions of her face
question idealized beauty and female identity, persuasively arguing that Orlan's surgically reinvented face
succeeds in both reinforcing and breaking apart corporeal subjectivity and representation. O'Bryan
contextualizes Orlan's operations within the centuries-long history of public dissections and surgeries, lavish
anatomical illustrations created to draw the gaze into the opened anatomy, Artaud's "Theater of Cruelty" in
the early twentieth century, and contemporary works and performances by Cindy Sherman, Hans Bellman,
and Annie Sprinkle. A compelling blurring of the line between feminist theory and art criticism, O'Bryan's
close examination of Orlan's performance surgeries complicates and reconfigures the notions of identity--and
its relation to the body--at the very boundary dividing art from identity.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Stovall:

The e-book with title Carnal Art: Orlan's Refacing contains a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware
of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Michael Clark:

Exactly why? Because this Carnal Art: Orlan's Refacing is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Kristin Sayler:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Carnal Art: Orlan's Refacing can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have
those short time problems.

David Wilkens:

Beside this Carnal Art: Orlan's Refacing in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Carnal
Art: Orlan's Refacing because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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