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A selection of poems by one of Islam’s greatest poetic voices.
“In his poetry, Hafiz has inscribed undeniable truth indelibly … Hafiz has no peer!” — Goethe
Poems of Wine and Tavern Romance includes 103 pioneering poems by the medieval Persian poet and Sufi
monk Muhammad Shemseddin Hafiz (ca. 1320–1389). With the rich complexity of a character in
Shakespeare, Hafiz celebrates his pleasures and longed-for lovers in a context of Qur’anic narrative allusion,
allowing his poems to hint at stages in a spiritual quest.
First translated into German in 1814, by Joseph von Hammer, Hafiz’s poetry initiated a revolution in the
mind of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and Hafiz became, for Goethe, a Muslim mentor. Hafiz’s love poems
are mainly directed to the men he met in taverns, but Hammer often changed the gender of the addressees to
placate contemporary opinion in Germany. Hammer rendered Hafiz’s poetry in a variety of newly invented
verse forms as well as traditional ones carried over from ancient Greece and Rome, which he felt would
make them more acceptable to readers acquainted with such themes in Greek and Latin verse.
Though always faithful to Hammer’s pioneering poetic forms, Martin Bidney’s new translations restore the
genders as they appeared in the original Persian. In his poetic “replies” to Hafiz, Bidney clarifies the
implications of Hafiz’s Qur’anic allusions and Islamic legendary references, and he also elucidates  parallels
between medieval Persian and various Western cultures by introducing newly translated relevant passages
from such works as Carmina Burana, Ovid’s Amores, and Horace’s Odes.
Hammer’s translation of Hafiz was already a pioneering West-East synthesis when it inspired Goethe to try
to top it in his own experimental West-East Divan (translated by Bidney in 2010), and Bidney’s translation
of Hafiz’s groundbreaking, varied, verbally colorful, and melodious poetry will delight the general reader
and fascinate the scholar.
“…[a] fascinating and appealing book.” — CHOICE
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From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Poems of Wine and Tavern Romance: A Dialogue
with the Persian Poet Hafiz (Global Academic Publishing). You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Poems of Wine and Tavern
Romance: A Dialogue with the Persian Poet Hafiz (Global Academic Publishing). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Jason Carr:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Poems of Wine and Tavern Romance: A
Dialogue with the Persian Poet Hafiz (Global Academic Publishing). All type of book is it possible to see on
many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Marie Williams:

The book with title Poems of Wine and Tavern Romance: A Dialogue with the Persian Poet Hafiz (Global
Academic Publishing) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with
your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jose Johnson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Poems of Wine and
Tavern Romance: A Dialogue with the Persian Poet Hafiz (Global Academic Publishing) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
way for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Poems of
Wine and Tavern Romance: A Dialogue with the Persian Poet Hafiz (Global Academic Publishing) become



your current starter.
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