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Elihu Ashley (1750–1817) was a twenty-three-year-old medical apprentice in Deerfield, Massachusetts,
when he began keeping a personal journal in March 1773. Over the next two-and-a-half years, he recorded,
in clear and simple prose, just about everything he did and everyone he saw. Although carefully preserved,
the journal was later suppressed by the town historian, presumably because he found some of the entries
morally objectionable. Rediscovered by Amelia F. Miller, and coedited by Miller and A. R. Riggs, this
document now appears in print for the first time, accompanied by related letters of Ashley's extended family
as well as brief biographies of more than 750 people mentioned by the young doctor in his writings.

With flashes of humor and close attention to detail, Ashley describes a broad range of activities and
experiences in the small village of Deerfield and the surrounding towns of the Connecticut River valley.
Articulate as well as observant, this former schoolteacher conveys a sense of immediacy that brings even the
most mundane daily events to life. He discusses medical theory and practice, revolutionary politics, farming,
his family, his circle of friends, and amusements ranging from singing and dancing to sleigh riding and bouts
of drunkenness. He also writes about his love life, including a dalliance with the older sister of his fiancee,
Polly Williams, while the latter is away visiting relatives in the Berkshires.

For Ashley, personal relationships and politics were the prominent issues of 1773 and 1774, as events in
Massachusetts drew the province toward rebellion. He discusses the gathering of angry mobs in response to
the so-called Intolerable Acts, the stoppage of the courts in Hampshire County, the anarchy that ensued, and
the persecution of loyalists, with or without the sanction of law. When the revolution breaks out in April
1775, he describes the departure of companies of minutemen as they set out for Boston to challenge the
British Army.

Six months later, in November 1775, the journal abruptly ends. By then, however, Elihu Ashley had already
bequeathed to posterity an extraordinary firsthand account of life in rural New England in the years
immediately preceding the War of Independence.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Ratcliff:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Romance, Remedies, and
Revolution: The Journal of Dr. Elihu Ashley of Deerfield, Massachusetts, 1773-1775 will make you to end
up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Andrew Waite:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one along
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Romance, Remedies, and Revolution: The
Journal of Dr. Elihu Ashley of Deerfield, Massachusetts, 1773-1775 is kind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Terry Grissom:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent all day long to reading a guide. The book Romance, Remedies, and Revolution: The Journal of Dr.
Elihu Ashley of Deerfield, Massachusetts, 1773-1775 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Rocio Linville:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. Romance, Remedies, and Revolution: The Journal of Dr. Elihu Ashley of
Deerfield, Massachusetts, 1773-1775 can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short
spare time problems.
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