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Independent wrestling promotions were once the norm all across the country. However, with the rise of
World Wrestling Entertainment and the creation of World Championship Wrestling -- out of three Southern
promotions -- the possibility of an independent succeeding grew fainter and fainter. As the nineties began,
independents were looking for creative waysto survive. In the East, several banded together to share cost
and talent; they were known as Eastern Championship Wrestling. Based out of awarehouse in Philadel phia
that stored parade floats and hosted bingo, this promotion seemed doomed to be just one more ninety-day
wonder. When they hired a brash New Y orker, Paul Heyman, he warned Eastern Championship Wrestling
that the job was just temporary. He would come in, shake up alot of the wrestlers, and then leave. But what
Heyman did redefined professional wrestling in the nineties. What he created was a company that dared to
push the boundaries of sports entertainment. What he created became Extreme Championship Wrestling.

As the person responsible for booking -- who was going to wrestle and who was going to win -- Heyman
dared to break with tradition. Rather than relying on local talent and down-and-out veterans to draw in
crowds, he created new characters and story lines that would appeal to the core wrestling fans: eighteen- to
twenty-four- year-old men. Paul also realized that to persuade them to come, you had to get their interest and
keep it. You had to offer the fans more than just the match. ECW became known for the interview, the shoot.
Heyman got to know each wrestler's style, and in their interviews he would encourage them to speak from
their hearts. When it came to the matches, ECW broke even farther from the mainstream. Tables, ladders,
chairs, barbed wire, and even frying pans were used with abandon. Wrestlers not wanting to be topped put
their bodies on the line, taking ever greater risks, daring to jump, leap, and fall from places never tried
before. ECW matches became the stuff of legend.

Word spread as savvy wrestling fans began talking about the promotion and exchanging tapes. To keep the
buzz building, wrestlers used the age-old trick of taunting the fans, and ECW fans responded in kind. By
including the fans in the shows, ECW attracted arabid, cult-like following that is still going strong today.

For nearly a decade, ECW redefined professional wrestling with areckless, brutal, death-defying, and often
bloody style that became synonymous with "hardcore." Through extensive interviews with former ECW
talent and management -- Paul Heyman, Mick Foley, Tazz, Tommy Dreamer, Rob Van Dam, and many
more -- The Rise & Fall of ECW reveals what made this upstart company from Philadel phia great -- and what
ultimately led to its demise.
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From reader reviews:
Timothy Bennington:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme Championship Wrestling (WWE). Try to
make book The Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme Championship Wrestling (WWE) as your buddy. It means
that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Tonya Deschamps:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme
Championship Wrestling (WWE) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kevin Penndll:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Rise & Fall of
ECW: Extreme Championship Wrestling (WWE) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled The Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme Championship Wrestling (WWE)is
the one of several books this everyone read now. Thiskind of book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this
e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Manuel Pina:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of The Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme
Championship Wrestling (WWE) can give you alot of good friends because by you taking alook at this one
book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? L et's have
TheRise & Fall of ECW: Extreme Championship Wrestling (WWE).
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