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The Soul of Sponsorship explores the relationship of Bill Wilson, cofounder of Alcoholics Anonymous, and
his spiritual adviser and friend, Father Ed Dowling. Many might consider that such aremarkable individual
as Bill Wilson, who was the primary author of AA literature, would be able to deal with many of life's
problems on his own. Reading The Soul of Sponsorship will illuminate and answer the question of how
Father Ed, an Irish Catholic Jesuit priest who was not an acoholic, was able to be of such great help to Bill
Wilson.

Part of AA's Twelfth Step reminds us "to carry this message to alcoholics,” and The Soul of Sponsorship
illustrates how sober alcoholics still need the principles of the Twelve Steps brought to them by friends,
sponsors, and spiritual advisers. Some of the problems faced by Bill Wilson were: depression in recovery
dependency issues whether or not to experiment with LSD the place of money and power in AA knowing
God's plan and will learning from mistakes

Father Ed taught Bill the importance of "discernment.” In Father Ed's Jesuit tradition, discernment was a gift,
passed down to him from St. Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, who described his own struggle with
discernment in Spiritual Exercises of . Ignatius. The Twelve Steps of AA and the Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius presuppose that there is a caring God whose will can be known. The act of tuning in to God's action
at one's center is discernment. The big question is, how do you know your Higher Power is speaking and
revealing Himself through your feglings and desires?

What Bill learned from Father Ed can be found in books and articles he wrote for AA. For the good of AA
and himself, Bill learned to listen to his desires, be aware of hisinner dynamics, and tune into the action of
God within. Doing this meant learning to recognize and identify his personal movements -- those inner
promptings and attractions often called emotions or affections -- which are part of ordinary human
experiences. The person who helped Bill grow in discernment was Father Ed, the Jesuit priest with a cane
who limped into the New York AA clubhouse one sleet-filled November night in 1940.

The two "fellow travelers,” Father Ed Dowling and Bill Wilson, gave each other perhaps the greatest gift
friends can give: calling on each to know who heis -- before God.
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From reader reviews:
Josette Roscoe:

With other caseg, little men and women like to read book The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed
Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So
long as we know about how isimportant a book The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling,
S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, you can open abook or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou should
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

This The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters are reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Soul of Sponsorship: The
Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters can be one of many great books you must have
is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that
might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Soul of
Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Lettersforcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

William Farley:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsisthing that usually you
have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed
Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still wish to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Earl Parker:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship
of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilson in Letters publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism The Soul of Sponsorship: The Friendship of Fr. Ed Dowling, S.J. and Bill Wilsonin Letters as



good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain
book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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