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Baghdad Central is a noir debut novel set in Baghdad in September 2003. The US occupation of Iraq is a
swamp of incompetence and self-delusion. The CPA has disbanded the Iraqi army and police as a
consequence of its paranoid policy of de-Ba'athification of Iraqi society. Tales of hubris and reality-denial
abound, culminating in Washington hailing the mess a glorious "mission accomplished."

Inspector Muhsin al-Khafaji is a mid-level Iraqi cop who deserted his post back in April. Khafaji has lived
long enough in pre- and post-Saddam Iraq to know that clinging on to anything but poetry and his daughter,
Mrouj, is asking for trouble. Nabbed by the Americans and imprisoned in Abu Ghraib, Khafaji is offered one
way out—work for the CPA to rebuild the Iraqi Police Services. But it's only after United States forces take
Mrouj that he figures out a way to make his collaboration palatable, and even rewarding. Soon, he is
investigating the disappearance of young women translators working for the US Army. The bloody trail
leads Khafaji through battles, bars, and brothels then finally back to the Green Zone, where it all began.

This is a first novel by Elliott Colla, an American writer totally immersed in Middle Eastern affairs. He is a
professor of Arabic literature at Georgetown University, and a well-known translator from the Arabic of
local fiction and poetry. He lives between Washington, DC, and the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Elsie Port:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Baghdad Central, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Alice Black:

Exactly why? Because this Baghdad Central is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Sean Lee:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Baghdad Central this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Jennifer Witherspoon:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Baghdad Central which is keeping the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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