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We have come to admire Buddhism for being profound but accessible, as much a lifestyle as a religion. The
credit for creating Buddhism goes to the Buddha, a figure widely respected across the Western world for his
philosophical insight, his teachings of nonviolence, and his practice of meditation. But who was this Buddha,
and how did he become the Buddha we know and love today?

 

Leading historian of Buddhism Donald S. Lopez Jr. tells the story of how various idols carved in
stone—variously named Beddou, Codam, Xaca, and Fo—became the man of flesh and blood that we know
simply as the Buddha. He reveals that the positive view of the Buddha in Europe and America is rather
recent, originating a little more than a hundred and fifty years ago. For centuries, the Buddha was
condemned by Western writers as the most dangerous idol of the Orient. He was a demon, the murderer of
his mother, a purveyor of idolatry.

 

Lopez provides an engaging history of depictions of the Buddha from classical accounts and medieval stories
to the testimonies of European travelers, diplomats, soldiers, and missionaries. He shows that centuries of
hostility toward the Buddha changed dramatically in the nineteenth century, when the teachings of the
Buddha, having disappeared from India by the fourteenth century, were read by European scholars newly
proficient in Asian languages. At the same time, the traditional view of the Buddha persisted in Asia, where
he was revered as much for his supernatural powers as for his philosophical insights. From Stone to Flesh
follows the twists and turns of these Eastern and Western notions of the Buddha, leading finally to his
triumph as the founder of a world religion.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Wysocki:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading a e-
book. The book From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity) it is very
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
features high quality.

Carrie Hanks:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha
(Buddhism and Modernity) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Beverly Woods:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity) provide you with a new
experience in studying a book.

Lawrence Pomerleau:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra From Stone to Flesh:
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