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Though historians have largely overlooked Robert Horton, his public relations campaigns remain fixed in
popular memory of the home front during World War II. Utilizing all media—including the nascent
technology of television—to rally civilian support, Horton’s work ranged from educational documentary
shorts like Pots to Planes, which depicted the transformation of aluminum household items into aircraft, to
posters employing scare tactics, such as a German soldier with large eyes staring forward with the tagline
“He’s Watching You.” Iconic and calculated, Horton’s campaigns raise important questions about the role of
public relations in government agencies. When are promotional campaigns acceptable? Does war necessitate
persuasive communication? What separates information from propaganda? Promoting the War Effort traces
the career of Horton—the first book-length study to do so—and delves into the controversies surrounding
federal public relations.

A former reporter, Horton headed the public relations department for the U.S. Maritime Commission from
1938 to 1940. Then—until Pearl Harbor in December 1941—he directed the Division of Information (DOI)
in the Executive Office of the President, where he played key roles in promoting the New Deal, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s unprecedented third-term reelection campaign, and the prewar arms-production
effort. After Pearl Harbor, Horton’s DOI encouraged support for the war, primarily focusing on raising
civilian and workforce morale. But the DOI under Horton assumed a different wartime tone than its World
War I predecessor, the Committee on Public Information. Rather than whipping up prowar hysteria, Horton
focused on developing campaigns for more practical purposes, such as conservation and production. In mid-
1942, Roosevelt merged the Division and several other agencies into the Office of War Information. Horton
stayed in government, working as the PR director for several agencies. He retired in mid-1946, during the
postwar demobilization.

Promoting the War Effort recovers this influential figure in American politics and contributes to the ongoing
public debate about government public relations during a time when questions about how facts are
disseminated—and spun—are of greater relevance than ever before.
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Moore:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Promoting the War Effort: Robert
Horton and Federal Propaganda, 1938-1948 (Media and Public Affairs) book as nice and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Charles Carter:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Promoting the War Effort: Robert Horton and Federal
Propaganda, 1938-1948 (Media and Public Affairs) as your daily resource information.

Sam Stenger:

Often the book Promoting the War Effort: Robert Horton and Federal Propaganda, 1938-1948 (Media and
Public Affairs) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Hoa Gilkey:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book Promoting
the War Effort: Robert Horton and Federal Propaganda, 1938-1948 (Media and Public Affairs). You can add
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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