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Roy Foster is one of the leaders of the iconoclastic generation of Irish historians. In this opinionated,
entertaining book he examines how the Irish have written, understood, used, and misused their history over
the past century.

Foster argues that, over the centuries, Irish experience itself has been turned into story. He examines how
and why the key moments of Ireland's past--the 1798 Rising, the Famine, the Celtic Revival, Easter 1916, the
Troubles--have been worked into narratives, drawing on Ireland's powerful oral culture, on elements of
myth, folklore, ghost stories and romance. The result of this constant reinterpretation is a shifting " Story of
Ireland," complete with plot, drama, suspense, and revelation.

Varied, surprising, and funny, the interlinked essaysin The Irish Story examine the stories that people tell
each other in Ireland and why. Foster provides an unsparing view of the way Irish history is manipulated for
political ends and that Irish misfortunes are sentimentalized and packaged. He offers incisive readings of
writers from Standish O'Grady to Trollope and Bowen; dissects the Irish government's commemoration of
the 1798 uprising; and bitingly critiques the memoirs of Gerry Adams and Frank McCourt. Fittingly, as the
acclaimed biographer of Y eats, Foster explores the poet's complex understanding of the Irish story--"the
mystery play of devils and angels which we call our national history"--and warns of the dangers of turning
Ireland into a historical theme park.

The Irish Sory will be hailed by some, attacked by others, but for all who care about Irish history and
literature, it will be essential reading.
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From reader reviews:
Mark Blanding:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This The Irish Story: Telling Talesand Making It Up in Ireland book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer involving The Irish Story: Telling Talesand Making It Up in Ireland content conveys prospect easily
to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in
theform of it. So, do you still thinking The Irish Story: Telling Talesand Making It Up in Ireland is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jodie Jennings:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. Just
one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition info. Even you love The Irish Story: Telling Talesand Making It Up in Ireland, you can enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can
happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

GraceHarrdl:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Irish Story: Telling
Talesand Making It Up in Ireland that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for al of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Irish Story: Telling Talesand Making It Upin
Ireland become your personal starter.

Brooke Fisher:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from abook. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.

Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the The Irish Story: Telling Talesand Making It Up in Ireland when you necessary it?
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