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Before Pearl Harbor, before the Nazi invasion of Poland, America teetered between the desire for isolation
and the threat of world war.

May 1938. Franklin Delano Roosevelt—recently reelected to a second term as president—sat in the Oval
Office and contemplated two possibilities: the rule of fascism overseas, and athird term.

With Hitler's reach extending into Austria, and with the atrocities of World War | still fresh in the American
memory, Roosevelt faced the question that would prove one of the most defining in American history:
whether to once again go to war in Europe.

In The Sphinx, Nicholas Wapshott recounts how an ambitious and resilient Roosevelt—nicknamed "the
Sphinx" for his cunning, cryptic rapport with the press—devised and doggedly pursued a strategy to sway
the American people to abandon isolationism and take up the mantle of the world's most powerful nation.

Chief among Roosevelt’ s antagonists was his friend Joseph P. Kennedy, a stock market magnate and the
patriarch of what was to become one of the nation's most storied dynasties. Kennedy's financial, political,
and personal interests aligned him with a war-weary American public, and he counted among his isolationist
alies no less than Walt Disney, William Randolph Hearst, and Henry Ford—prominent businessmen who
believed America had no business in conflicts across the Atlantic.

The ensuing battle—waged with fiery rhetoric, agile diplomacy, media sabotage, and petty political
antics—would land US troops in Europe within three years, secure Roosevelt's legacy, and set a standard for
American military strategy for years to come.

With millions of lives—and a future paradigm of foreign intervention—hanging in the balance, The Sphinx
captures apolitical giant at the height of his powers and an American identity crisisthat continuesto this

day.
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From reader reviews:
Jose Brummitt;

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Sphinx: Franklin
Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War |1 will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can
feel alot more confidenceif you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or
reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Rosalie Lloyd:

The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the | solationists, and the Road to World War |1 can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article writer giving his’her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in
writing The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War 11 nevertheless doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Yvonne Webb:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the
Isolationists, and the Road to World War |1 publication written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the | solationists, and the Road to World War 11 as good
book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book
by itsinclude, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Mary Brunner:

This The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the I solationists, and the Road to World War |1 is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War

I in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no



publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So, thisis
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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