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A terrible sin, a gift from the gods, a mental illness, a natural human variation -- over the centuries people
have defined homosexuality in all of these ways. Since the word homosexual was coined in 1869, many
scientists in a variety of fields have sought to understand same-sex intimacy. Drawing on recent insights in
biology and genetics, psychiatrist Francis Mondimore set out to explore the complex landscape of sexual
orientation.The result is A Natural History of Homosexuality, a generous work that synthesizes research in
biology, history, psychology, and politics to explain how homosexuality has been understood and defined
from ancient times until the present. Mondimore narrates tales of love and courage as well as discrimination
and bigotry in settings as diverse as ancient Greece and Victorian England, early America and fin de siecle
Vienna. He also tells fascinating stories about societies which accepted, incorporated, or institutionalized
homosexuality into mainstream culture, stories illustrating that same-sex eroticism was often accepted as a
normal aspect of human sexuality. In twentieth-century America, researchers first recognized that
homosexuality might not be "pathological" when Alfred Kinsey and Evelyn Hooker conducted the first
studies of sexuality not biased by preconceived notions of "normal" sexual behavior. After exploring sexual
development in the human fetus, Mondimore reviews current biological research into the nature of sexual
orientation and examines recent scientific findings on the role of heredity and hormones, as well as Simon
LeVay's 1991 brain studies. He then turns to a very important focus: on people and their individual
experiences. He explores "what happens between childhood and adulthood in an individual that makes him
or her come to identify himself or herself as having a sexual orientation." He also explains our current
understanding of bisexuality and the transgender phenomena of transsexualism and transvestism. Finally,
Mondimore analyzes the circumstances of such prominent scandals as the anti-homosexual trials of Oscar
Wilde and Philip von Eulenberg, and recounts the Nazi persecution of homosexuals during the Holocaust.
This far-reaching discussion includes a description of the ex-gay ministries and reparative therapy as well as
the Stonewall riots and AIDS, ending with the emergence of gay pride and community. "The preponderance
of the scientific evidence is converging on a view which homosexual people have had of themselves for as
long as any had the courage to record it," writes Mondimore. "Homosexuality is a natural, abiding, normal
sexuality for some people. It is not a disease state, not simply a behavior, and not subject to
change.""Thoughtful and readable. Dr. Mondimore tells us an enormous amount about homosexuality in a
lively manner. This book belongs on the bookshelf of anyone who wants to be informed about this important
subject." -- Richard A. Isay, M.D., clinical professor of psychiatry, Cornell University Medical College, and
author of Becoming Gay: The Journey to Self-Acceptance
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From reader reviews:

Rita Hackett:

This book untitled A Natural History of Homosexuality to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the
e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Salina Juarez:

This A Natural History of Homosexuality is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little digest in reading this A Natural History of Homosexuality can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading
a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Lola Paolucci:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve A Natural History of Homosexuality was filled with regards
to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Kevin Ostby:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this A Natural History of Homosexuality can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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