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Most listeners can readily distinguish between the works of such keyboard giants as Bach, Beethoven, and
Liszt and between various national schools, but when it comes to defining what the differences are, relating
the various interconnections, discovering information on the hundreds of other keyboard composers, and
actually finding playing editions, the task becomes much greater. To aid the performer, the listener, and the
student in all these important aspects, John Gillespie, practicing pianist and harpsichordist and Professor of
Music at the University of California, has prepared this, the first work in English to comprehensively survey
the development of solo keyboard works.
Introductory chapters of Gillespie's literate and authoritative survey cover the backgrounds and development
of keyboard instruments and early keyboard music. Later chapters cover the history as it progressed
stylistically through the hands of individual composers and various schools from the sixteenth to the
twentieth centuries. Emphasis is given to the masters whose works continue to be heard most often today —
Bach, Handel, Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann, Brahms, Liszt, Chopin, Debussy, Ravel,
and others. Major consideration, too, is given to composers who were influential in developing national
styles. All of the Western countries — from Germany, Italy, France, and England to Norway, Russia, the
United States, South America, and Canada — are included. Finally, there are discussions of now little-known
composers who were important in their times. Altogether over 350 composers are discussed. Important, also,
in John Gillespie's survey are his various other aids — guides to a carefully selected body of playing editions
and other historical works, a great number of musical illustrations, and a 195-item glossary of musical terms.
Individual chapters and articles will be helpful in quickly locating information about particular composers,
schools, and works. Footnotes and bibliographies will be important for the performer, student, or
professional looking for either playing editions or further information. The book as a whole, however, when
read as it should be from cover to cover, will give the reader a very good understanding of the development
of works for the solo keyboard, of the traditions, and the interconnections, with accurate coverage from the
first known works of the sixteenth century up to the exciting modern composers.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Kincaid:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Five Centuries of Keyboard Music
(Dover Books on Music) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Five Centuries of Keyboard
Music (Dover Books on Music) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Rosalie Dietrich:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for your requirements is Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on Music) this book consist a lot
of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Sheri Combs:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on
Music) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Five Centuries of Keyboard
Music (Dover Books on Music).

Ronald Canty:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Five Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books
on Music) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Five
Centuries of Keyboard Music (Dover Books on Music) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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