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Jefferson Davis is one of the most complex and controversial figures in American political history (and the
man whom Oscar Wilde wanted to meet more than anyone when he made his tour of the United States).
Elected president of the Confederacy and later accused of participating in the assassination of Abraham
Lincoln, he is a source of ongoing dissension between northerners and southerners. This volume, the first of
its kind, is a selected collection of his writings culled in large part from the authoritative Papers of Jefferson
Davis, a multivolume edition of his letters and speeches published by the Louisiana State University Press,
and includes thirteen documents from manuscript collections and one privately held document that have
never before appeared in a modern scholarly edition. From letters as a college student to his sister, to major
speeches on the Constitution, slavery, and sectional issues, to his farewell to the U.S. Senate, to his inaugural
address as Confederate president, to letters from prison to his wife, these selected pieces present the many
faces of the enigmatic Jefferson Davis.

As William J. Cooper, Jr., writes in his Introduction, “Davis’s notability does not come solely from his
crucial role in the Civil War. Born on the Kentucky frontier in the first decade of the nineteenth century, he
witnessed and participated in the epochal transformation of the United States from a fledgling country to a
strong nation spanning the continent. In his earliest years his father moved farther south and west to
Mississippi. As a young army officer just out of West Point, he served on the northwestern and southwestern
frontiers in an army whose chief mission was to protect settlers surging westward. Then, in 1846 and 1847,
as colonel of the First Mississippi Regiment, he fought in the Mexican War, which resulted in 1848 in the
Mexican Cession, a massive addition to the United States of some 500,000 square miles, including California
and the modern Southwest. As secretary of war and U.S. senator in the 1850s, he advocated government
support for the building of a transcontinental railroad that he believed essential to bind the nation from ocean
to ocean.”

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Jones:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Jefferson Davis: The
Essential Writings (Modern Library Classics) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Lee Nelson:

The guide untitled Jefferson Davis: The Essential Writings (Modern Library Classics) is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Jefferson Davis: The Essential Writings
(Modern Library Classics) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Helen Chandler:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Jefferson Davis: The Essential Writings (Modern Library Classics) this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Lois Schooley:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled
update of news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Jefferson Davis: The Essential Writings (Modern Library Classics) when you desired it?
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