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Through close readings of Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and Buddhist texts, Katherine Wills Perlo proves that
our relationship with animals shapes religious doctrine, particularly through the tension between animal
exploitation and the bonds of kinship. She pinpoints four different strategies for coping with this conflict.
The first is aggression, in which a divinely conferred superiority or karma justifies animal usage. The second
is evasion, which emphasizes benevolent aspects of the human-animal relationship within the exploitative
structure, such as the image of Jesus as a "good shepherd." The third is defense, which acknowledges the
problematic nature of killing, leading many religions to adopt a propitiation mechanism, such as apologizing
for sacrifice. And the fourth is effective-defensive, which recognizes animal abuse as inherently unethical.

As humans feel more empathy toward animals, Perlo finds that adherents revise their interpretations of
religious texts. Preexisting ontologies, such as Christianity's changing God or Buddhism's principle of
impermanence, along with advances in farming practices and technology, also encourage changes in
treatment. As cultures begin to appreciate the different types of perception and consciousness experienced by
nonhumans, definitions of reality become complicated and humans lean more toward unitary accounts of
shared existence. These evolving attitudes exert a crucial influence on religious thought, Perlo argues,
moving humans ever closer to a nonspeciesist world.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Butler:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World
Religions is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Frank Jorge:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular
Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World Religions is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Floyd Alling:

Often the book Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World Religions will bring one to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World Religions is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Beverly Thomas:

Beside this kind of Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World Religions in your phone, it could give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World Religions because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from
right now!
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