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The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, passed in 1865, has long been viewed as a
definitive break with the nation’s past by abolishing slavery and ushering in an inexorable march toward
black freedom. Slaves of the State presents a stunning counterhistory to this linear narrative of racial, social,
and legal progress in America.

Dennis Childs argues that the incarceration of black people and other historically repressed groups in chain
gangs, peon camps, prison plantations, and penitentiaries represents a ghostly perpetuation of chattel slavery.
He exposes how the Thirteenth Amendment’s exception clause—allowing for enslavement as “punishment
for a crime”—has inaugurated forms of racial capitalist misogynist incarceration that serve as haunting
returns of conditions Africans endured in the barracoons and slave ship holds of the Middle Passage, on
plantations, and in chattel slavery.

Childs seeks out the historically muted voices of those entombed within terrorizing spaces such as the chain
gang rolling cage and the modern solitary confinement cell, engaging the writings of Toni Morrison and
Chester Himes as well as a broad range of archival materials, including landmark court cases, prison songs,
and testimonies, reaching back to the birth of modern slave plantations such as Louisiana’s “Angola”
penitentiary.

Slaves of the State paves the way for a new understanding of chattel slavery as a continuing social reality of
U.S. empire—one resting at the very foundation of today’s prison industrial complex that now holds more
than 2.3 million people within the country’s jails, prisons, and immigrant detention centers.
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From reader reviews:

Deloris Wagner:

The book Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the Penitentiary gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the Penitentiary to become
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Slaves of the State: Black
Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the Penitentiary. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Wesley Jerkins:

The book Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the Penitentiary can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a very important thing like a book Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the
Penitentiary? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Slaves of the State:
Black Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the Penitentiary has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Elaine Davenport:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the Penitentiary offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Hoyt Knapp:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we



know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the Penitentiary
can make you sense more interested to read.
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