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The Louvre, the Place Royale (now the Place des Vosges), the Place and rue Dauphine, the Pont Neuf, and
the Hôpital Saint Louis were part of a building program initiated by Henri IV that would be unmatched in
Paris for more than two centuries. Drawing on previously untapped notarial archives in Paris's Minutier
central, Hilary Ballon provides a rich and original account of the crucial period between 1605 and 1610
when Paris was transformed from a medieval city decimated by war and neglect into a modern capital.

Ballon takes up each of the major building projects, showing how Henri IV's vision of Paris was translated
into brick and stone. She relates the monarch's urbanism to his broader policy objectives: promoting
domestic manufacturing, linking the court and commerce, and establishing Paris as the focal point of a
unified French state.

Ballon reveals that such works as the Place Royale, the first planned square in Paris, and the Hôpital Saint
Louis, built to protect the city from the destabilizing effects of the plague, were the result of an interactive
process between architectural form, social forces, and political vision rather than reproductions of an
unyielding royal idea. Setting aside the traditional view of the monarch's urbanism as self-glorification, of
his monuments and squares as static icons, she sees the buildings in the context of Parisian life, from their
designs through construction to their use.

Ballon then shifts from a focus on the monuments to representations of Henri IV's Paris in maps, city views,
and history books. She argues that the king's building program and centralizing policies initiated the
development in France of a variety of topographical arts: among these Jacques Du Breul's 1612 history of
Paris was the first to impose the city's topography as its organizing principle.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy Caudle:

The book The Paris of Henry IV: Architecture and Urbanism make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Paris of
Henry IV: Architecture and Urbanism to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like wide open and read a book The Paris of Henry IV: Architecture and Urbanism. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Nancy Hartsell:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Paris of Henry IV: Architecture
and Urbanism. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Marlin Brogan:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Paris of Henry IV: Architecture and Urbanism, you
may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Carlos Moses:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Paris of Henry IV: Architecture and
Urbanism was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Paris of Henry
IV: Architecture and Urbanism has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading this.
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