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James Kugel's The Bible As It Was (1997) has been welcomed with universal praise. Here now isthe full
scholarly edition of this wonderfully rich and illuminating work, expanding the author's findings into an
incomparable reference work.

Focusing on two dozen core stories in the Pentateuch--from the Creation and Tree of Knowledge through the
Exodus from Egypt and journey to the Promised L and--James Kugel shows us how the earliest interpreters
of the scriptures radically transformed the Bible and made it into the book that has come down to us today.
Kugel explains how and why the writers of this formative age of interpretation--roughly 200 B.C.E. to 150
C.E.--assumed such a significant role. Mining their writings--including the Dead Sea Scrolls, works of Philo
and Josephus and letters of the Apostle Paul, and writings of the Apostolic Fathers and the rabbinic Sages--
he quotes for us the seminal passages that uncover this crucial interpretive process.

For this full-scale reference work Kugel has added a substantial treasury of sources and passages for each of
the 24 Bible stories. It will serve as a unique guide and sourcebook for biblical interpretation.
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From reader reviews:
Eleanor Rowe:

The ability that you get from Traditions of the Bible will be the more deep you digging the information that
hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Traditions of the Bible giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in anumber of way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this specific Traditions of the Bible instantly.

Lori Parker:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot of new data
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading a
book especialy fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Traditions of the
Bible, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Frank Bullard:

Exactly why? Because this Traditions of the Bible is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of gains
than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , till
want to postpone having that book? If | were being you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Robert Mangino:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually
Traditions of the Bible.
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