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Chinese Reportage details for the first time in English the creation and evolution of a distinctive literary
genre in twentieth-century China. Reportage literature, while sharing traditional journalism’s commitment to
the accurate, nonfictional portrayal of experience, was largely produced by authors outside the official news
media. In identifying the literary merit of this genre and establishing its significance in China’s leftist
cultural legacy, Charles A. Laughlin reveals important biases that impede Western understanding of China
and, at the same time, supplies an essential chapter in Chinese cultural history.

Laughlin traces the roots of reportage (or baogao wenxue) to the travel literature of the Qing Dynasty but
shows that its flourishing was part of the growth of Chinese communism in the twentieth century. In a
modern Asian context critical of capitalism and imperialism, reportage offered the promise of radicalizing
writers through a new method of literary practice and the hope that this kind of writing could in turn
contribute to social revolution and China’s national self-realization. Chinese Reportage explores the wide
range of social engagement depicted in this literature: witnessing historic events unfolding on city streets;
experiencing brutal working conditions in 1930s Shanghai factories; struggling in the battlefields and
trenches of the war of resistance against Japan, the civil war, and the Korean war; and participating in
revolutionary rural, social, and economic transformation. Laughlin’s close readings emphasize the literary
construction of social space over that of character and narrative structure, a method that brings out the
critique of individualism and humanism underlying the genre’s aesthetics.

Chinese Reportage recaptures a critical aspect of leftist culture in China with far-reaching implications for
historians and sociologists as well as literary scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Chinese Reportage: The
Aesthetics of Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) book because book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Harry Blalock:

Chinese Reportage: The Aesthetics of Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society)
can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Chinese Reportage: The Aesthetics of Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and
Society) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial contemplating.

Lisa Mercado:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Chinese Reportage: The Aesthetics of
Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation Chinese Reportage: The Aesthetics of Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and
Society) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break
don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Megan Kelly:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Chinese Reportage: The Aesthetics of
Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can give you a lot of pals because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information



that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have Chinese Reportage: The Aesthetics of Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific:
Culture, Politics, and Society).
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