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Sex. Violence. Scandal. These are words we rarely associate with the sacred text of the Bible. Yet in this
brilliant new book, Jonathan Kirsch shows that the Old Testament is filled with some of the most startling
and explicit stories in all of Western literature. These tales of seduction and rape, voyeurism and
exhibitionism, intermarriage and illegitimacy, assassination and murder have been suppressed by religious
authorities throughout history precisely because they are so shocking. "You mean that's in the Bible?" is the
common reaction of the contemporary reader to the stories that Kirsch retells and explores.

In The Harlot by the Side of the Road, Kirsch recounts these suppressed and mistranslated tales in the grand
storytelling tradition. Here is the tale of Dinah, the young Israelite daughter raped by a princely suitor. The
price for her hand in marriage? The circumcision of every man in his kingdom. Here, too, is the story of
Lot's daughters, who, when faced with the possibility that they are the last survivors on earth, must copulate
with their drunken father to continue their race. And the story of Tamar, the harlot by the side of the road,
who must disguise herself as a prostitute and seduce her father-in-law in order to bear the child who has been
promised her.

Kirsch places each story within the political and social context of its time, and delves into the latest biblical
scholarship to explain why each story was originally censored. He also brings to light when and where each
story was first written down, and how it found its way into the Bible. And he shows how these stories have
something important to say to contemporary readers who might never pick up a Bible.

Kirsch reveals that the Bible's real power lies in its unflinching lessons in human nature. And he illuminates
the surprising modernity of the Bible's characters: these were, like us, people delicately balanced between
their destructive and generous natures. Certain to excite controversy and ignite intellectual debate, The
Harlot by the Side of the Road will undoubtedly be one of the year's most talked-about books.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Harlot by the Side of the Road was making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book
Harlot by the Side of the Road is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Harlot by the Side of the Road. You never really feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Chester Walters:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Harlot by the Side of the Road as your daily
resource information.

Phillip Chadwick:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Harlot by the Side of the Road
publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Harlot by the Side of the Road
as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't
determine book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mary Patterson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Harlot by the Side of the Road can give you a lot of
friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Harlot by the Side of the Road.
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