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Throughout World War II, when Saturday nights came around, servicemen and hostesses happily forgot the
war for a little while as they danced together in USO clubs, which served as havens of stability in a time of
social, moral, and geographic upheaval. Meghan Winchell demonstrates that in addition to boosting soldier
morale, the USO acted as an architect of the gender roles and sexual codes that shaped the "greatest
generation."

Combining archival research with extensive firsthand accounts from among the hundreds of thousands of
female USO volunteers, Winchell shows how the organization both reflected and shaped 1940s American
society at large. The USO had hoped that respectable feminine companionship would limit venereal disease
rates in the military. To that end, Winchell explains, USO recruitment practices characterized white middle-
class women as sexually respectable, thus implying that the sexual behavior of working-class women and
women of color was suspicious. In response, women of color sought to redefine the USO's definition of
beauty and respectability, challenging the USO's vision of a home front that was free of racial, gender, and
sexual conflict.

Despite clashes over class and racial ideologies of sex and respectability, Winchell finds that most hostesses
benefited from the USO's chaste image. In exploring the USO's treatment of female volunteers, Winchell not
only brings the hostesses' stories to light but also supplies a crucial missing piece for understanding the
complex ways in which the war both destabilized and restored certain versions of social order.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Townsend:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Good Girls, Good Food, Good Fun: The
Story of USO Hostesses during World War II (Gender and American Culture) book as beginner and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jeffrey Dominguez:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Good Girls, Good
Food, Good Fun: The Story of USO Hostesses during World War II (Gender and American Culture) suitable
to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Good Girls, Good
Food, Good Fun: The Story of USO Hostesses during World War II (Gender and American Culture)is the
one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Tammy Campbell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Good Girls, Good Food, Good Fun:
The Story of USO Hostesses during World War II (Gender and American Culture) publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still doubt Good Girls, Good Food, Good Fun: The Story of USO Hostesses
during World War II (Gender and American Culture) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Norma Brier:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This Good Girls, Good Food, Good Fun: The
Story of USO Hostesses during World War II (Gender and American Culture) is simple bringing you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart



phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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