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How can a chemical we need on a daily basis to keep us healthy be fatal at a different dose? Why should
elements that are intrinsically dangerous be used in medicine? How did poisoners use the chemical properties
of chemicals to cover their tracks?

Emsley gives detailed histories of five of the most toxic elements - arsenic, antimony, lead, mercury, and
thallium, highlighting some of the most famous murders and how the murderers used the chemical properties
of elements to hide what they were doing. He shows how the elements have been behind many modern day
environmental catastrophes including accidental mass poisonings from lead and arsenic, and the Minamata
Bay Disaster in Japan.

The array of fascinating stories shows how chemicals have impacted the lives of people ranging from the
Greeks and Romans to Newton, Napoleon, Lucrezia Borgia, Mozart, Nelson Mandela, and Saddam Hussein.
Emsley also touches on subjects close to home: cot deaths, laxatives, venereal disease, alleged cures for
acne, hangovers, and insanity.
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From reader reviews:

Thelma Brady:

The book The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book
The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open and read a book The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Scott Tucker:

The reason why? Because this The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Arlene Farrar:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison
can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Elements of Murder: A History of
Poison.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The Elements
of Murder: A History of Poison. You can more attractive than now.
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