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How did the preaching of a peasant carpenter from Galilee spark a movement that would grow to include

over two billion followers? Who listened to this "good news," and who ignored it? Where did Christianity
spread, and how? Based on guantitative data and the latest scholarship, preeminent scholar and journalist

Rodney Stark presents new and startling information about the rise of the early church, overturning many

prevailing views of how Christianity grew through time to become the largest religion in the world.

Drawing on both archaeological and historical evidence, Stark is able to provide hard statistical evidence on
the religious life of the Roman Empire to discover the following facts that set conventional history on its
head:

- Contrary to fictions such as The Da Vinci Code and the claims of some prominent scholars, Gnosticism
was not a more sophisticated, more authentic form of Christianity, but really an unsuccessful effort to
paganize Christianity.

- Paul was called the apostle to the Gentiles, but mostly he converted Jews.

- Paganism was not rapidly stamped out by state repression following the vision and conversion of the
Roman Emperor Constantinein 312 AD, but gradually disappeared as peopl e abandoned the templesin
response to the superior appeal of Christianity.

- The"oriental" faiths—such as those devoted to Isis, the Egyptian goddess of love and magic, and to
Cybele, the fertility goddess of Asia Minor—actually prepared the way for the rapid spread of Christianity
across the Roman Empire.

- Contrary to generations of historians, the Roman mystery cult of Mithraism posed no challenge to
Christianity to become the new faith of the empire— it allowed no female members and attracted only
soldiers.

By analyzing concrete data, Stark is able to challenge the conventional wisdom about early Christianity
offering the clearest picture ever of how this religion grew from its humble beginnings into the faith of more
than one-third of the earth's population.
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From reader reviews:
Regina Rodgers:

This Cities of God are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Cities of God can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Cities of God forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you tria of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So, let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mary Goldstein:

The guide with title Cities of God has alot of information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of
benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Loretta Tdlis:

Precisely why? Because this Cities of God is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside
it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of gains
than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If | were being you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Kathryn Cortez:

Cities of God can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We al recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving hisher effort to put every word
into delight arrangement in writing Cities of God yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.



Download and Read Online Cities of God Rodney Stark
#OWABLHSQ2UEP



Read Cities of God by Rodney Stark for online ebook

Cities of God by Rodney Stark Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Cities of God by Rodney Stark
books to read online.

Online Cities of God by Rodney Stark ebook PDF download

Citiesof God by Rodney Stark Doc
Cities of God by Rodney Stark M obipocket

Citiesof God by Rodney Stark EPub



