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James C. Scott has researched and written on subaltern groups, and, in particular, peasants, rebellion,
resistance, and agriculture, for over 35 years. Yet much of Scott’s most interesting work on the peasantry and
the state, both conceptually and empirically, has never been published in book form. For the first time
Decoding Subaltern Politics: Ideology, Disguise, and Resistance in Agrarian Politics, brings together some
of his most important work in one volume.

The book covers three distinct yet interlinked bodies of work. The first lays out a framework for
understanding peasant politics and rebellion, much of which is applicable to rural areas of the contemporary
global south. Scott then goes on to develop his arguments regarding everyday forms of peasant resistance
using the comparative example of the religious tithe in France and Malaysia, and tracing the forms of
resistance that cover their own tracks and avoid direct clashes with authorities. For much of the world’s
population, and for most of its history, this sort of politics was far more common than the violent clashes that
dominate the history books, and in this book one can examine the anatomy of such resistance in rich
comparative detail. Finally, Scott explores how the state’s increasing grip on its population: its identity, land-
holding, income, and movements, is a precondition for political hegemony. Crucially, in examining the
invention of state-mandated legal identities, especially, the permanent patronym and the vagaries of its
imposition on vernacular life, Scott lays bare the micro-processes of state-formation and resistance.

Written by one of the leading social theorists of our age, Decoding Subaltern Politics: Ideology, Disguise,
and Resistance in Agrarian Politics is an indispensible guide to the study of subaltern culture and politics
and is essential reading for political scientists, anthropologists, sociologists and historians alike.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Decoding Subaltern Politics: Ideology, Disguise, and
Resistance in Agrarian Politics (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship). You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Decoding Subaltern
Politics: Ideology, Disguise, and Resistance in Agrarian Politics (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested
to go to the library. Let's examine.

Joanne Starks:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Decoding Subaltern Politics: Ideology, Disguise,
and Resistance in Agrarian Politics (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) was making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The book Decoding Subaltern Politics: Ideology, Disguise, and Resistance in Agrarian Politics (Asia's
Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship with the book Decoding Subaltern Politics: Ideology, Disguise, and
Resistance in Agrarian Politics (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship). You never really feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Kostka:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Decoding Subaltern
Politics: Ideology, Disguise, and Resistance in Agrarian Politics (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Rodolfo Born:

Typically the book Decoding Subaltern Politics: Ideology, Disguise, and Resistance in Agrarian Politics
(Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some



research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this book.
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