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The principal orchestrator of the passage of womens suffrage in Texas, a founder and national officer of the
League of Women Voters, the first woman to run for a U.S. Senate seat from Texas, and a candidate for that
states governor, Minnie Fisher Cunningham was one of the first American women to pursue a career in party
politics. Cunninghams professional life spanned a half century, thus illuminating our understanding of
women in public life between the Progressive Era and the 1960s feminist movement. Cunningham entered
politics through the suffrage movement and womens voluntary association work for health and sanitation in
Galveston, Texas. She quickly became one of the most effective state suffrage leaders, helping to pass the
bill in a region where opposition to women voters was strongest. In Washington, Cunningham was one of the
core group of suffragists who lobbied the Nineteenth Amendment through Congress and then traveled the
country campaigning for ratification. After women gained the right to vote across the nation, she helped
found the nonpartisan National League of Women Voters and organized training schools to teach women the
skills of grassroots organizing, creating publicity campaigns, and lobbying and monitoring legislative bodies.
Through the League, she became acquainted with Eleanor Roosevelt, who credited one of her speeches with
stimulating her own political activity. Cunningham then turned to the Democratic Party, serving as an officer
of the Womans National Democratic Club and the Womens Division of the Democratic National Committee.
In 1928 Cunningham became a candidate herself, making an unsuccessful bid for the U.S. Senate. An
advocate of New Deal reforms, Cunningham was part of the movement in the 1930s to transform the
Democratic Party into the womens party, and in 1944 she ran for governor on a pro-New Deal platform.
Cunninghams upbringing in rural Texas made her particularly aware of the political needs of farmers,
women, union labor, and minorities, and she fought gender, class, and racial discrimination within a
conservative power structure. In the postwar years, she was called the very heart and soul of Texas liberalism
as she helped build an electoral coalition of women, minorities, and male reformers that could sustain liberal
politics in the state and bring to office candidates including Ralph Yarborough and Bob Eckhardt. A leader
and role model for the post-suffrage generation, Cunningham was not satisfied with simply achieving the
vote, but agitated throughout her career to use it to better the lives of others. Her legacy has been carried on
by the many women to whom she taught successful grassroots strategies for political organizing. Minne
Fisher Cunningham was the winner of the Liz Carpenter Award of the Texas State Historical Association,
and of the T. R. Fehrenbach Book Award of the Texas Historical Commission.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Gaylor:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Minnie Fisher Cunningham: A
Suffragists Life in Politics that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Minnie Fisher Cunningham: A Suffragists Life in
Politics become your current starter.

Lloyd North:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Minnie Fisher Cunningham: A Suffragists Life in Politics this e-book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why
is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Kent Ibarra:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top list in
your reading list is Minnie Fisher Cunningham: A Suffragists Life in Politics. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

James Cummings:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Minnie Fisher Cunningham: A
Suffragists Life in Politics to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book
and examine it. Beside that the guide Minnie Fisher Cunningham: A Suffragists Life in Politics can to be
your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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