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A lavish survey of the grotesque style in European painting and decoration, from Roman times to the
late nineteenth century.

In the fifteenth century, the ruins of Nero's Domus Aurea were discovered in Rome. The first explorers to
enter the interior of this spectacular palace complex had the sensation of finding themselves in a series of
grottoes, and this is why the fanciful frescoes and floor mosaics discovered there were called "grotesques."

A fashionable form of ornamentation in ancient Rome, grotesques consist of loosely connected motifs, often
incorporating human figures, birds, animals, and monsters, and arranged around medallions filled with
painted scenes. Fifteenth-century artists such as Perugino, Signorelli, Filippino Lippi, and Mantegna copied
the ancient Roman examples; the most famous use of the style was Raphael's Loggie in the Vatican Palace,
which became immensely famous and influential all over Europe.

This magnificently illustrated book covers the entire history of the grotesque in European art, from its
Roman origins through the Renaissance to the late nineteenth century. It illuminates how grotesque
decoration was transformed in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries into arabesque, chinoiserie, and
singeries, and how it continued in the nineteenth century, leading eventually to Art Nouveau. 250 color
illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

James Donovan:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Ornament and the Grotesque:
Fantastical Decoration from Antiquity to Art Nouveau will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search
of best book or appropriate book with you?

Deloris Wagner:

The book untitled Ornament and the Grotesque: Fantastical Decoration from Antiquity to Art Nouveau
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice go through.

Thelma Brady:

This Ornament and the Grotesque: Fantastical Decoration from Antiquity to Art Nouveau is fresh way for
you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Ornament and the Grotesque: Fantastical Decoration from Antiquity to Art Nouveau can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone.
These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with
knowledge.

Adrian Kao:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication Ornament and the Grotesque: Fantastical Decoration from Antiquity to
Art Nouveau was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how



big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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