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Archie Bunker. Jed. Laverne and Shirley. Cliff Huxtable. Throughout the entire history of American prime-
time television only four sitcoms have been true blockbusters, with Nielsen ratings far above the second- and
third-rated programs. Weekly, millions of Americans of every age were making a special effort to turn on the
set to see what Archie, Jed, Laverne, and Cliff were doing that week. The wild popularity of these shows--All
in the Family, The Beverly Hillhillies, Laverne & Shirley (and its partner Happy Days), and The Cosby
Show--left commentators bewildered by the tastes and preferences of the American public. How do we
account for the huge appeal of these sitcoms, and how does it figure into the history of network prime-time
television?

Janet Staiger answers these questions by detailing the myriad factors that go into the construction of mass
audiences. Treating the four shows as case studies, she deftly balances factual explanations (for instance, the
impact of VCRs and cable on network domination of TV) with more interpretative ones (for example, the
transformation of The Beverly Hillbillies from a popular show detested by the critics, to a blockbuster after
its elevation as the critics' darling), and juxtaposes industry-based reasons (for example, the waysin which
TV shows derive success from placement in the weekly programming schedule) with stylistic explanations
(how, for instance, certain shows create pleasure from arepetition and variation of aformula).

Staiger concludes that because of changes in the industry, these shows were a phenomenon that may never
be repeated. And while the western or the night-time soap has at times captured public attention,
Blockbuster TV maintains that the sitcom has been THE genre to attract people to the tube, and that without
understanding the sitcom, we can't properly understand the role of television in our culture.
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From reader reviews:
Patsy Hall:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by
apublication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Blockbuster TV: Must-See
Sitcomsin the Network Erawill make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with
you?

Bernard Walker:

The book Blockbuster TV: Must-See Sitcomsin the Network Era can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Blockbuster TV: Must-See Sitcoms in the Network Era? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you can share al of these. Book Blockbuster TV: Must-See Sitcomsin the Network Era has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world
by start and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Howard:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extratime? What did
you do? Every individual has many guestions above. They need to answer that question since just their can
do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular Blockbuster TV: Must-See Sitcoms in the Network Erato
read.

Lloyd North:

Y ou may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Blockbuster TV: Must-See Sitcomsin the
Network Erais simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
better to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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