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A vivid blow-by-blow of the controversies that have wracked the Catholic Church during the past twenty
yearsLiberation theology, birth control, women's ordination, inclusive language, "radical feminism,"
homosexudlity, religious pluralism, human rightsin the church, and the roles of bishops and theologians-one
man has stood at the dead center of all these controversial issues: Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. A teenage
American POW as the Third Reich crumbled and a progressive wunderkind at the Second Vatican Council,
Ratzinger, for twenty years, has been head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (until 1908
known as the Sacred Congregation of the Roman and Universal Inquisition, or Holy Office). The book goes
along way toward explaining the central enigma surrounding Ratzinger: How did this erstwhile liberal end
up as the chief architect of the third great wave of repression in Catholic theology in the twentieth century?
Based on extensive interviews with Ratzinger's students and colleagues, as well asresearch in archivesin
both Bavaria and the United States, Allen's account shows that Ratzinger's deep suspicion of "the world," his
preoccupation with human sinfulness, and his demand for rock-solid loyalty to the church run deep. They
reach into his childhood "in the shadow of the Nazis' and reflect his formative theological influences:
Augustine, Bonaventure, and Martin Luther(!) rather than the world-affirming Thomas Aquinas. When the
cardinals of the Catholic Church next gather in the Sistine Chapel to elect a pope, Allen argues, they will in
effect be deciding whether to continue the policies Ratzinger has been the central force in shaping." The
servility of the sycophants, of those who shy from and shun every collision, who prize above all their calm
complacency, is not true obedience. . . . What the church needs today as always are not adulators to extol the
status quo, but men whose humility and obedience are not less than their passion for the truth; . . .men who
love the church more than the ease and the unruffled course of their personal destiny."-Joseph Ratzinger
(1962)>
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From reader reviews:
Joseph Chandler:

The event that you get from Cardinal Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith could be the more deep
you raoting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Cardinal Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith giving you joy
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Cardinal Ratzinger: The
Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith instantly.

Tracey Egan:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Cardinal
Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith.

Nathan Lawhorn:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider ook for book, may be the reserve untitled Cardinal Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the
Faith can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Michael Aldrich:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
aswell as soon. The Cardina Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith provide you with a new



experience in examining a book.
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