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“Music illuminates a person and provides him with his last hope; even Stalin, a butcher, knew that.” So said
the Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich, whose first compositions in the 1920s identified him as an
avant-garde wunderkind. But that same singularity became a liability a decade later under the totalitarian rule
of Stalin, with his unpredictable grounds for the persecution of artists. Solomon Volkov—who cowrote
Shostakovich’s controversial 1979 memoir, Testimony—describes how this lethal uncertainty affected the
composer’s life and work.

Volkov, an authority on Soviet Russian culture, shows us the “holy fool” in Shostakovich: the truth speaker
who dared to challenge the supreme powers. We see how Shostakovich struggled to remain faithful to
himself in his music and how Stalin fueled that struggle: one minute banning his work, the next encouraging
it. We see how some of Shostakovich’s contemporaries—Mandelstam, Bulgakov, and Pasternak among
them—fell victim to Stalin’s manipulations and how Shostakovich barely avoided the same fate. And we see
the psychological price he paid for what some perceived as self-serving aloofness and others saw as
rightfully defended individuality.

This is a revelatory account of the relationship between one of the twentieth century’s greatest composers
and one of its most infamous tyrants.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Bloomfield:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Shostakovich and
Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictato r book as starter
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Donald Pate:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Shostakovich and
Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictato r suitable to
you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Shostakovich and
Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictato ris one of several
books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Dolores Young:

The actual book Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and
the Brutal Dictato r has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Susan Gaier:

This Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal
Dictato r is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately
using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult
core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary
Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictato r in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within
ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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