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The House of Twenty Thousand Books is the story of Chimen Abramsky, an extraordinary polymath and
bibliophile who amassed a vast collection of socialist literature and Jewish history. For more than fifty years
Chimen and his wife, Miriam, hosted epic gatherings in their house of books that brought together many of
the age’s greatest thinkers.

The atheist son of one of the century’s most important rabbis, Chimen was born in 1916 near Minsk, spent
his early teenage years in Moscow while his father served time in a Siberian labor camp for religious
proselytizing, and then immigrated to London, where he discovered the writings of Karl Marx and became
involved in left-wing politics. He briefly attended the newly established Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
until World War II interrupted his studies. Back in England, he married, and for many years he and Miriam
ran a respected Jewish bookshop in London’s East End. When the Nazis invaded Russia in June 1941,
Chimen joined the Communist Party, becoming a leading figure in the party’s National Jewish Committee.
He remained a member until 1958, when, shockingly late in the day, he finally acknowledged the atrocities
committed by Stalin. In middle age, Chimen reinvented himself once more, this time as a liberal thinker,
humanist, professor, and manuscripts’ expert for Sotheby’s auction house. 

Journalist Sasha Abramsky re-creates here a lost world, bringing to life the people, the books, and the ideas
that filled his grandparents’ house, from gatherings that included Eric Hobsbawm and Isaiah Berlin to books
with Marx’s handwritten notes, William Morris manuscripts and woodcuts, an early sixteenth-century
Bomberg Bible, and a first edition of Descartes’s Meditations. The House of Twenty Thousand Books is a
wondrous journey through our times, from the vanished worlds of Eastern European Jewry to the
cacophonous politics of modernity.

The House of Twenty Thousand Books includes 43 photos.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The House of Twenty Thousand Books. Try to stumble through book The
House of Twenty Thousand Books as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jacqueline Campbell:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The House of Twenty
Thousand Books suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled The House of Twenty Thousand Booksis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Irene Forrest:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The House of Twenty Thousand Books, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Richard Strohm:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The House of Twenty Thousand Books can be
the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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