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For fans of The Astronaut Wives Club, The Mercury 13 reveals the little-known true story of the remarkable
women who trained for NASA space flight.

In 1961, just as NASA launched its first man into space, a group of women underwent secret testing in the
hopes of becoming America's first female astronauts. They passed the same battery of tests at the legendary
Lovelace Foundation as did the Mercury 7 astronauts, but they were summarily dismissed by the boys' club
at NASA and on Capitol Hill. The USSR sent its first woman into space in 1963; the United States did not
follow suit for another 20 years.

For the first time, Martha Ackmann tells the story of the dramatic events surrounding these 13 remarkable
women, all crackerjack pilots and patriots who sometimes sacrificed jobs and marriages for a chance to
participate in America's space race against the Soviet Union. In addition to talking extensively to these
women, Ackmann interviewed Chuck Yeager, John Glenn, Scott Carpenter, and others at NASA and in the
White House with firsthand knowledge of the program. Despite the crushing disappointment of watching
their dreams being derailed, the Mercury 13 went on to extraordinary achievement in their lives: Jerrie Cobb,
who began flying when she was so small she had to sit on pillows to see out of the cockpit, dedicated her life
to flying solo missions to the Amazon rain forest; Wally Funk, who talked her way into the Lovelace trials,
went on to become one of the first female FAA investigators; Janey Hart, mother of eight and, at age 40, the
oldest astronaut candidate, had the political savvy to steer the women through congressional hearings and
later helped found the National Organization for Women. A provocative tribute to these extraordinary
women, The Mercury 13 is an unforgettable story of determination, resilience, and inextinguishable hope.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Brown:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen Women and the Dream of Space Flight your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The Mercury 13: The True Story of
Thirteen Women and the Dream of Space Flight giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Douglas Quintanar:

Beside that The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen Women and the Dream of Space Flight in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen
Women and the Dream of Space Flight because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Jennifer Wilson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen Women and the Dream
of Space Flight can make you really feel more interested to read.

Karen Strange:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen
Women and the Dream of Space Flight to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy



you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide The Mercury 13: The True Story of Thirteen
Women and the Dream of Space Flight can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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