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Knowledge in digital form offers unprecedented access to information through the Internet but at the same
time is subject to ever-greater restrictions through intellectual property legislation, overpatenting, licensing,
overpricing, and lack of preservation. Looking at knowledge as a commons--as a shared resource--allows us
to understand both its limitless possibilities and what threatens it. In Understanding Knowledge as a
Commons, experts from a range of disciplines discuss the knowledge commons in the digital era--how to
conceptualize it, protect it, and build it.Contributors consider the concept of the commons historically and
offer an analytical framework for understanding knowledge as a shared social-ecological system. They look
at ways to guard against enclosure of the knowledge commons, considering, among other topics, the role of
research libraries, the advantages of making scholarly material available outside the academy, and the
problem of disappearing Web pages. They discuss the role of intellectual property in a new knowledge
commons, the open access movement (including possible funding models for scholarly publications), the
development of associational commons, the application of a free/open source framework to scientific
knowledge, and the effect on scholarly communication of collaborative communities within academia, and
offer a case study of EconPort, an open access, open source digital library for students and researchers in
microeconomics. The essays clarify critical issues that arise within these new types of commons--and offer
guideposts for future theory and practice.Contributors:David Bollier, James Boyle, James C. Cox, Shubha
Ghosh, Charlotte Hess, Nancy Kranich, Peter Levine, Wendy Pradt Lougee, Elinor Ostrom, Charles
Schweik, Peter Suber, J. Todd Swarthout, Donald Waters
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Throop:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Understanding
Knowledge as a Commons: From Theory to Practice (MIT Press) book as basic and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Joseph Lewis:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Understanding Knowledge as a
Commons: From Theory to Practice (MIT Press) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Suzanne Cicero:

This Understanding Knowledge as a Commons: From Theory to Practice (MIT Press) are generally reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Understanding Knowledge as
a Commons: From Theory to Practice (MIT Press) can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that might be will shock
your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Understanding Knowledge as a Commons: From
Theory to Practice (MIT Press) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Alita Schmidt:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Understanding Knowledge as a Commons: From Theory to Practice (MIT Press) can make you truly



feel more interested to read.
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